
STATE OF MISSOURI

VS.

SAM B. SHETLER

OCN:
DOB:
SSN:

Height:
Weight:
Race/Sex:

PROBABLE CAUSE STATEMENT
(Pursuant to Supreme Court Rules 21.04 and 22.03)

I, Jordan Shikles, Detective Sergeant with the Sheriff's Office, County of Cooper,
Missouri UPON MY OATH, AND UNDER PENALTIES OF PERJURY, state as
follows:

1) I have probable cause to believe that SAM B. SHETLER
Hidden Valley Court, Boonville, Missouri 65233, committed one or more criminal
offenses.

2) The facts supporting this belief are as follows:

From 2022 to 2026, Sam Shetler has owned and operated an Amish "retreat" called
Mercy and Truth on Hidden Valley Court in the County of Cooper, State of Missouri.
This "retreat" is for individuals in the Amish and Mennonite community who are morally
or mentally disabled and or in need of counseling or therapy services.

Between 2022 to 2026 the Cooper County Sheriff's Office has received numerous phone
calls regarding "cult-like" suspicious, abusive, sexual, and neglectful behavior from
Shetler to his "residents" at the retreat. Due to cultural differences, several reports were
unfounded or unable to be fully investigated.

On 01/09/2026 Deputy Adam Chenault received a report from who advised that he
was at the retreat when he was 15 years old between the summer of 2023 to the spring of
2025. During his time at the retreat, observed a "boy" be forced to sleep in the cold
attic all winter as a form of punishment as well as witness an Amish man with disabilities
known as be kicked in the genitals, abused, locked in the "safe room" for weeks, and
"tied" with his hands behind his back and put pepper in his eyes as punishment.

reported that he was "ordered" by Sam to take around 100 pills a day and then some
sleeping pills and that most residents take around 100 pills a day. Some pills are
"homemade" by Sam while others are vitamins and minerals. witnessed Sam

"wrestle down" a female resident who was refusing to take her pills and sat on her chest,
forced the pills into her mouth and held her mouth shut until she swallowed them.
said Sam then charges the residents money for the pills.
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I also spoke with on the phone to which he explained that he along with other young
men/boys were forced to work at Sam's private businesses, and private farms. said

the workers were not paid for their labor and that majority of them were not receiving
counseling or therapy from Sam either.

said they would work to train Sam's horses, they would work in the fields, they
would work at the wood pallet shop or the sawmill and were often "leased out" to
"English" people for work and that any money that was to be paid was to be paid to Sam
only. said that he went to the retreat to receive counseling and guidance but was
never given time with Sam and instead was forced to work for Sam. I asked what

would happen if he refused to work, said they were either physically removed from
the building to go work or they were verbally assaulted and chastised until they got up to
go to work.

Through these initial reports, it is evident that Sam Shetler was creating a climate of fear
and would exhibit fits of rage, verbal abuse, and often residents would be witness to
violence and threats to others. Sam Shetler was operating and benefiting from the Mercy
and Truth Retreat by force, fraud, and coercion

In addition, Sam would require them to take his vitamins, pills, and salves, sometimes
more than 100 pills a day, and then would require the residents to pay for the pills or send
"pill bills" to family members out of State.

Since 01/09/2026 I have interviewed numerous individuals who were residents at the
retreat or former employees at the retreat.

During an interview with he stated that he was at the facility when he was 17 years
old from November of 2024 to January of 2026 and was sent to receive help from Sam
but never received counseling or therapy. said he was forced to work on Sam's farm
at his horse barn and wood pallet shop. said he would work alone until midnight
some nights by Sam's order to get work done. said he received no compensation for
his work, but that Sam made the money off and other residents forced labor.
also said he was "force fed" approximately 70 pills a day after having his blood drawn
and Sam ordering a "protocol."

During an interview with and more, it was reported that Sam had "control" over
three females who are "demon possessed" and that Sam has them believe he is the only
one who can control their "demons." During "counseling sessions" Sam will rub oil on
the females in order to "remove the demons." The three females arrived at the facility
when they were 15 years old and are now believed to be 19 to 20 years old. They travel
everywhere with Sam and follow Sam everywhere he goes.

Forms of punishment at the retreat for not taking pills, not working, or not obeying Sam
or the retreat would range from: sleeping in the attic during the winter, sitting in the
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"icehouse," being tied or chained up, force fed pills, verbal abuse, "spanked," continued
forced labor, forced into the "safe room" and more.

On 03/02/2026 I interviewed who is 16 years old with her parents. also provided
a written letter. stated that when she was 13 to 14 years old, in June/July of 2024, she
was at the retreat for approximately 3 weeks visiting her sister and having blood drawn
due to having menstrual issues.

said that Sam did not have permission from her parents to do any counseling or
therapies. said one night around midnight Sam wanted to have a "counseling" to
which he laid on the bed and laid on top of her. said she froze and was
uncomfortable and Sam was whispering to her: "you're so lucky to be here." A couple
days later, Sam wanted to do another counseling session and was asking her about being
sexually abused. said Sam needed to "heal" her abused area and told that he

found a "five-pointed star" on her arm which means an "evil spirit" and that he needs to
"get the evil spirit out of her."

said Sam placed a blanket over her legs and then lifted her dress up above her
stomach. said Sam tucked the blanket into her underwear and then went underneath
the blanket with his hands and rubbed oil onto her "pubic area" and "private area"
(vagina) said she was upset about this but had been told to "trust Sam." also

reported that she was given something by Sam that made her drowsy one night and she
woke up in the middle of the night with someone holding her legs down and her hands
down above her head. said the room was dark and she couldn't see who it was.
said when she woke back up, she fled the room and slept with another female in the
retreat. The next morning when she reported it to Sam, he told her it was evil spirits he
warned her about.

On 03/04/2026 Cooper County Deputies carried out a Search Warrant at Mercy and Truth
Retreat. Shetler was not present, but an interview was conducted with who identified
himself as an "administrator." was present with me while searching Sam's Office.

admitted that he believes "the girls" are demon possessed and that Sam is the only
one who can control it. also confirmed the labor by young men at the retreat, but that
work is what they believe in and "work helps them get better." confirmed that any
money that is made is supposed to go through Sam for the Retreat. said physical
punishment is rarely used but sometimes necessary. admitted to staff "chaining" or
"tying" people up but only with their permission. stated they know there are issues
with Sam and girls and that they are "working through that."

While searching Sam's Office I located plastic "crystals" in Sam's Bible in his desk
which match the description of the "crystals" he claims to pull out of the "possessed
girls." These "crystals" are small plastic toy stars, bears, or pacifiers. I also found
thousands of hand-written notes and letters, many of which are to Sam from the girls, and
Sam is often addressed as "daddy" in those letters and notes and even refers to himself to
them as "daddy." I located several blood lab results and "protocol sheets" that Sam uses
to determine what vitamins, pills, and salves to give the residents.
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In addition, I located a document titled "Mercy & Truth Worker Guidelines" a couple of
those guidelines are as follows:
"13. If residents have a hard time falling asleep in the evening, give them more physical
work during the day. They need to work off their surges of adrenaline physically, (in their
muscles), or it goes to the brain."

"5. If law enforcement shows up here, be respectful and polite. If they ask for information
on what we do here, or about a certain person, tell them they need to speak with the
Clinical Director (Sam Shetler) or or .If need be, give them an appointment
to come back. NEVER give info and especially not out of files, unless Sam gives
permission."

Through interviews, letters, and investigations, a consistent scheme, plan, and pattern was
established. Sam would mentally manipulate and mentally torture juvenile females, and
young women into believing they were "demon possessed" or that "evil spirits" were
present in order to "control" them in exchange for self-gratification.

Sam would also compel young men and juveniles who were sent to Mercy and Truth
Retreat for counseling and therapy to work his private businesses such as his horse
training business, his pallet making business, a Sawmill, and at "the store." These
individuals would be forced to work for free, while Sam and "Mercy and Truth Retreat"
made the monetary profit from their work. Sam would also lease these individuals out to
neighbors as laborers and the neighbors would then pay Sam for their labor. These young
men and juveniles would feel compelled to continue this labor by the physical and mental
abuses carried out by Sam or at the direction of Sam.

Sam Shetler took advantage of his position in the Amish Community to control,
manipulate, coerce, and force vulnerable people for his own profit, monetarily, sexually,
and mentally.

DUE TO THE SEVERITY OF THIS INFORMATION, THE FOLLOWING CHARGES
ARE REQUESTED:

1) 566.060-001Y20201199 - Sodomy or Attempted Sodomy - 1st Degree
2) 566.206-001Y20206499 - Trafficking for the purposes of slavery/involuntary

servitude/or forced labor

3) 565.184-002Y20203899 - Abuse of Elderly, Disabled, or Vulnerable Person

The aforesaid facts are true to the best knowledge, information, and belief of the
Undersigned
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J. Shikles

Print Name Signature
03/16/2026

Date

 
     
 
 
    ___J. Shikles____           _________________________                     __03/16/2026_ 

   Print Name                              Signature                                               Date 

E
lectronically F

iled - C
IR

C
U

IT
 D

IV
IS

IO
N

 C
O

O
P

E
R

 - M
arch 25, 2026 - 11:46 A

M




