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Offense / Incident Narrative 

 

 
Street Address City State Zip Code 
220 E 1ST ST HERMANN MO 65041 

Structure Type Occupancy Type Occupancy Status Utilities Latitude County 
ORDINARY BUSINESS OCCUPIED NAT.GS/ELEC GASCONADE 

Estimated Loss Amount 
$375,000.00 

Smoke Detector 
YES 

Longitude Classification 
UNDETERMINED 

 

 
Received Date / Time 
11/11/2024 1041 

Arrived Date / Time 
11/11/2024 1212 

Call Received Via 
DISPATCHER 

Departed Date / Time 
11/11/2024 1540 

Dispatched Date / Time 
11/11/2024 1109 

Offense Category 

Call Dispatched As 
FIRE INVESTIGATION 

TTY Ref.# TeleType Operator 

 

 
ID Name Role Primary Arrived Scene Departed Scene 

1471 

1471 

Inv. Ryan Troske 

Inv. Ryan Troske 

REPORTING 

INVESTIGATING 

 

Charge State Statute State Charge Code Category 
Cause Number Local Code Jurisdiction Type/Class 

 

 

On Monday, November 11, 2024, at approximately 1041 hours, I was contacted by a member of the 
Missouri Information Analysis Center (MIAC) who advised personnel with the Hermann Fire 
Department were requesting assistance with a fire scene investigation regarding a commercial 
structure. I was provided an address of 220 East 1st St., in Hermann, in Gasconade County. 

I arrived on the scene at approximately 1212 hours on November 11, 2024, and found the scene 
secured by personnel with the Hermann Fire Department, Washington Fire Department, and 
Hermann Police Department. 

 
Through my scene investigation and subsequent interviews, this fire was classified as 
undetermined. 

 

 
Quantity Description Make Model S/N Ref. No. Prop Status Recovered ID/Date Disposition Value 

 
 

Incident Location 

11/11/2024 1540 to 11/11/2024 0741 Occurred on 

Dispatch Information 

Officers 

Property 

Offenses 
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Quantity Description Make Model S/N Ref. No. Prop Status Recovered ID/Date Disposition Value 

DVR CAMERA 
SYSTEM REMOVED 

    RECOVE 
RED 

  1.00 

FROM STRUCTURE         

1.00 THUMB DRIVE OF     OTHER   1.00 
FOOTAGE 
EXTRACTED FROM 
DVR SYSTEM 

 

Number of Line Items 1       Total Value 
 

2.00 

Number of Recov. Items 0       Total Recov. Value 0.00 

Victim / Person          

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix)  Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker  

RENFROE, NICHOLAS IAN  W M  37 N    
 

Injured Medical Care Sought 

Other Injury 

Treatment Location Treatment Disposition Willing to Prosecute Relation to Suspect 
NONE 

 

 
Type Street Address City State Zip Code Country 

 

 
Type Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address 

  
Drivers License Type State Expires Restrictions Marital Status Resident Status Ethnicity Language 

DRIVERS MO NONE MARRIED R N 
 
 

 
Victim / Person  

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker 
BRINGHURST, SCOTT ROBERT W M  56 N   

Injured Medical Care Sought 

Other Injury 

Treatment Location Treatment Disposition Willing to Prosecute Relation to Suspect 
NONE 

 

 
Type Street Address City State Zip Code Country 

 

 

Addresses 

Email Addresses Phone Numbers 

SAINT CHARLES MO 63304 

C 

Addresses 

HERMANN MO 65041 USA 
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Type Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address 

  
 

Drivers License Type State Expires Restrictions Marital Status Resident Status Ethnicity Language 
 DRIVERS MO  NONE  R N  

 
 

 

Name Type 
NIVE LLC BUSINESS Willing to Prosecute Rel. to Sus. NONE 

 

 
Type Street City State Zip Code Country 

4606 CHIPPEWA WAY SAINT CHARLES MO 63304 
 

  
Type 
CELL 

Phone Ext/PIN 
(314) 724-3202 

Type Email Address 

 

 
Name Relationship Race Sex DOB 

 

RENFROE, NICHOLAS IAN OWNER 
 

Name Type 
LIMA CHARLIE LLC BUSINESS Willing to Prosecute Rel. to Sus. NONE 

 

 
Type Street City State Zip Code Country 

129 W 8TH ST HERMANN MO 65041 
 

  
Type 
CELL 

Phone Ext/PIN 
(636) 288-1190 

Type Email Address 

 

 
Name Relationship Race Sex DOB 

 

BRINGHURST, SCOTT ROBERT OWNER 
 

Witness  

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker 
MEYER, JEFFREY ALAN W M  36 N   

Email Addresses Phone Numbers 

C 

Addresses 

Phone Numbers Email Addresses 

Contacts 

Addresses 

Phone Numbers Email Addresses 

Contacts 
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Witness 

Sex  DOB 
F 

SSN 

Witness 

Sex  DOB 
F 

SSN 

Other Person 

Sex  DOB 
M 

Age 
37 

SSN Moniker 

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) 
MERRICK, TARA JEAN 

Race 
W 

Age 
43 

Juvenile 
N 

Moniker 

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) 
AVERSMAN, CHRISTINA MAE 

Race 
W 

Age 
42 

Juvenile 
N 

Moniker 

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Other Type 
RENFROE, NICHOLAS IAN OWNER 

Race 
W 

Juvenile 
N 

 

 
Type Street Address City State Zip Code Country 

 

 
Type Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address 

  
Drivers License Type State Expires Restrictions Marital Status Resident Status Ethnicity Language 

DRIVERS MO NONE R N 
 

 

 

 
Type Street Address City State Zip Code Country 

 

 
Type Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address 

  
 

Drivers License Type State Expires Restrictions Marital Status Resident Status Ethnicity Language 
 DRIVERS MO  NONE N N  

 
 

 

 
Type Street Address City State Zip Code Country 

 

 
Type Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address 

  
Drivers License Type State Expires Restrictions Marital Status Resident Status Ethnicity Language 

DRIVERS MO NONE N N 
 

 

 

 
Type Street Address City State Zip Code Country 

 

 

Addresses 

HERMANN MO 65041 USA 

Email Addresses Phone Numbers 

C 

Addresses 

Email Addresses Phone Numbers 

SWEET SPRINGS MO 65351 USA 

C 

Addresses 

Email Addresses Phone Numbers 

CORDER MO 64021 USA 

C 

Addresses 

SAINT CHARLES MO 63304 
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Other Person 

Sex  DOB 
M 

Age 
36 

SSN Moniker 

Other Person 

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Other Type 
MEYER, JEFFREY ALAN WITNESS 

Race 
W 

Juvenile 
N 

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Other Type 
MERRICK, TARA JEAN WITNESS 

Race 
W 

Sex  DOB 
F 

Age 
43 

Juvenile 
N 

SSN Moniker 

Other Person 

 

 
 

Drivers License Type State  Expires Restrictions Marital Status Resident Status Ethnicity Language 
 DRIVERS MO NONE MARRIED R N  

Statement / Notes: 

Building owner and owner of bed & breakfast run out of 2nd floor. 
 

 

Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Other Type Race Sex DOB Age Juvenile SSN Moniker 
BRINGHURST, SCOTT 
ROBERT 

OWNER W M 56 N 

 

 
Type Street Address City State Zip Code Country 

 

 
Type Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address 

 

  
 

Drivers License Type State Expires Restrictions Marital Status Resident Status Ethnicity Language 
 DRIVERS MO  NONE  R N  

Statement / Notes: 

Owner of antique shop ran out of first floor of building. 
 
 

 

 
Type Street Address City State Zip Code Country 

 

 
Type Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address 

  
Drivers License Type State Expires Restrictions Marital Status Resident Status Ethnicity Language 

DRIVERS MO NONE R N 
 

Type 
C 

Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address 

Email Addresses Phone Numbers 

Addresses 

Email Addresses Phone Numbers 

HERMANN MO 65041 USA 

C 

Addresses 

Email Addresses Phone Numbers 

HERMANN MO 65041 USA 

C 
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Other Person 

Sex  DOB 
F 

Age 
42 

SSN Moniker Name (Last, First Middle Suffix) Other Type 
AVERSMAN, CHRISTINA MAE WITNESS 

Race 
W 

Juvenile 
N 

 

 
Type Street Address City State Zip Code Country 

 

 
Type Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address 

  
Drivers License Type State Expires Restrictions Marital Status Resident Status Ethnicity Language 

DRIVERS MO NONE N N 
 
 

 

 
Type Street Address City State Zip Code Country 

 

 
Type Phone Ext/PIN Type Email Address 

  
 

Drivers License Type State Expires Restrictions Marital Status Resident Status Ethnicity Language 
 DRIVERS MO  NONE  N N  

Addresses 

SWEET SPRINGS MO 65351 USA 

Email Addresses Phone Numbers 

C 

Addresses 

Email Addresses Phone Numbers 

CORDER MO 64021 USA 

C 
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Supplemental Report    

Supp. No. Date / Time ID Officer Name 
0001 11/11/2024 4:14 PM 1471 Inv. Ryan Troske 

FIRE SCENE 

This fire occurred at a two-story, ordinary-construction, commercial structure, resting on a concrete 
basement. The front of the structure faced a northerly direction. The exterior walls were covered with 
brick, wood paneling, noncombustible metal sheeting on areas of the east and south walls, and 
cinderblocks on areas of the south and west walls, while the flat roof was covered with a black roll 
roofing, though the exact material could not be determined. 

 
The electrical service was in operation at the time of the fire with service being supplied by overhead 
lines to the service entrance on the east side of the structure, and underground lines to a 2nd service 
entrance on the west side of the structure. The electric meters were clear of fire damage and, 
subsequently, were eliminated as possible causes of the fire. 

The natural gas service was in operation at the time of the fire with service being supplied by 
underground lines to the service entrances on the west side of the structure. The gas meter and gas 
line were clear of fire damage, and, subsequently, were eliminated as possible causes of the fire. 

The weather at the time of the fire as recorded by Weather Underground was 46 degrees, with 83% 
humidity, west winds at 5 mph, and fair skies. 

 
Exterior Examination 

A detailed and systematic examination of the structure's exterior began with the front, or north side of 
the structure, and continued in a clockwise direction. Please refer to the attached photographs for site 
-specific examinations and findings. 

 
The north exterior wall showed heavy smoke and fire damage to the east half of the first floor. The 
area was comprised of wood framing, brick, large storefront windows, and a glass-filled metal framed 
door. The windows were completely busted out, and the wood framing showed heavy fire damage and 
charring throughout with most of the cribble studs having been consumed. 

The area directly in front of the store was covered in fire debris and broken glass. Wood paneling next 
to the door showed heavy fire damage and charring throughout. Thermal damage was noted by the 
melting and peeling of paint and wall coverings, mostly to the area directly above the storefront. A 
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smaller window next to the main storefront was also completely busted out and heavy smoke damage 
and deposition were noted above the window. Thermal damage was also noted by the bubbling of 
paint above the window. A window further west on the first floor was also busted out but was due to 
fire personnel during suppression activities and not a direct result of the fire. 

The door on the west end of the north wall had been forced by fire personnel during suppression 
efforts. Inside the door was a staircase to the 2nd floor. Parts of the staircase were covered with 
collapsed debris and fire debris. The east end of the second floor showed heavy smoke damage and 
deposition throughout. Thermal damage was also noted by the peeling of wall coverings near the 
roofline, as well as oxidation and discoloration of the metal components near the roofline. The 
windows along the center of the second floor showed heavy smoke damage and deposition around 
the upper half of the windows, and extending up along the wall. Damage only spread minimally to the 
sides. 

 
The far west window showed heavy smoke damage and deposition along the upper half of the 
window, extending up and out to and along the roofline. Thermal damage was also noted by the 
bubbling and peeling of wall coverings along the roofline area above the west window. All windows of 
the 2nd floor were busted out by fire personnel during aerial operations. Additional thermal damage 
was also noted to areas around the windows, demonstrated by the deformation of parts of the framing. 

 
The east exterior wall showed spotted areas of heavy smoke damage and deposition around windows 
and vents located on the north half of the building, as well as along the roofline. Windows along the 
first floor were covered with wood planks, while others were covered with pegboard and sheetrock. 
Most of the first-floor windows had been breached by fire personnel during suppression efforts, 
exposing heavy fire-damaged wood and other interior contents. Heavy smoke damage and deposition 
were observed above and around the southern three windows. Thermal damage was noted to the 
south end of the wall, demonstrated by the discoloration of some of the metal wall coverings, and the 
peeling of some of the paint. An electrical service entrance was located on this side. The electric meter 
was clear of fire damage and subsequently was eliminated as a possible cause of the fire. 

The south exterior wall suffered a major collapse on the west end, where approximately half of the 
west end had fallen around the structure. The area was covered in broken cinder blocks and metal 
sheeting. Thermal damage was noted by the oxidation and discoloration of the metal sheeting. Wood 
framing on the interior portion of the metal sheeting showed heavy fire damage and charring with 
mass loss. The west door showed moderate smoke damage and deposition along the upper portion of 
the door, extending up and out along the wall. 
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Heavy smoke damage and deposition were noted to the upper half of the east half of the wall, with 
damages mostly concentrated around the east doorway. Some of the wall coverings east of the east 
doorway were pulled by fire personnel during suppression activities. The exposed wood framing 
showed spotted areas of smoke damage and deposition. Thermal damage was noted by the peeling 
of wall coverings above the east doorway, as well as the discoloration of some of the metal wall 
coverings. Areas of heavy fire damage and charring were observed along the upper portion of the wall 
and roofline on the east half of the wall. 

The west exterior wall suffered a major collapse on the south end, where some of the cinderblocks 
had fallen around the structure. The area was covered in broken cinder blocks and metal sheeting. 
Thermal damage was noted by the oxidation and discoloration of the metal sheeting. Wood framing on 
the interior portion of the metal sheeting showed heavy fire damage and charring with mass loss. 

 
A natural gas line was observed next to the wall on the south end. The line was clear of any fire 
damage and subsequently was eliminated as a possible cause of the fire. Moderate smoke damage 
and deposition were noted along the upper halves of the windows around the center of the west wall 
with damages extending upward toward the roofline. A second electrical service entrance and natural 
gas service entrance were located on the north end of the west wall next to a rear entrance to the 
building. Both meters were clear of any fire damage and subsequently were eliminated as possible 
causes of the fire. 

 
The adjacent doorway showed moderate smoke damage and deposition to the glass section above 
the door, and the ground in front of the doorway was covered in collapsed debris. A second staircase 
to the 2nd floor was visible through the open door and fallen debris was covering nearly the entirety of 
the stairs. A 2nd story window directly above the rear doorway showed smoke and thermal damage 
around and to the framing. Additional damages were noted along the roofline above the window. 
Bricks in the area had begun to shift and collapse. 

The roof suffered a massive collapse into and around the structure and was partially consumed. The 
majority of the areas that remained intact showed heavy smoke and fire damage. 

 
Interior Examination 

 
A detailed and systematic examination was conducted of the interior of the structure beginning with 
the least amount of damage and continuing to the heaviest. Please refer to the attached photographs 
for site-specific examinations and findings. 
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The interior examination began in the basement. The basement was filled with water due to 
suppression activities and was inaccessible. 

The interior examination continued on the first floor with the coffee/break room located in the 
northwest corner along the north exterior wall. The coffee/break room showed moderate smoke 
damage and deposition across the upper 2/3 of the walls, across the ceiling, and on some room 
contents. Thermal damage was noted by bubbling and peeling of some of the wall and ceiling 
coverings. Some of the wall coverings on the south end of the east wall were pulled by fire personnel 
during suppression efforts. The exposed wall studs were mostly clear of fire damage, with only areas 
of small spotting of smoke damage and deposition observed. 

There was no south wall to the room, leading into other areas of the building. Ceiling coverings on the 
far south end of the room had been pulled by fire personnel or consumed. The exposed ceiling joists 
and subflooring to the 2nd level showed heavy fire damage and charring throughout with mass loss 
evident. The ceiling on the south end had begun to collapse, and just south of the room, the area was 
covered in collapsed debris. Thermal damage was also noted by the complete melting of wiring 
insulation located within the ceiling area, as well as the oxidation and discoloration of metal light units 
and exposed metal wiring. 

The cashier area of the antique store was located in the northeast corner of the structure along the 
north and east exterior walls. The cashier area showed heavy fire damage throughout. The room was 
covered in collapsed debris and fire debris. Thermal damage was noted by the melting and 
deformation of plastics and other items throughout, as well as the oxidation and discoloration of 
various metal items located throughout the room, such as the checkout area desk/counter, a support 
post behind the checkout area, and the structural I-beam the post supported. 

 
The wood-slatted west wall showed areas of heavy fire damage and charring, with damages 
concentrated more to the northern half. Thermal damage was also noted by the melting and peeling of 
some of the wall coverings. The wiring located near the top of the wall showed melting to the 
insulation. The north wall was mainly made up of large storefront windows which were no longer intact 
and had broken out as a result of the fire. Heavy fire damage and charring were noted to the areas of 
wood framing, with mass loss throughout but more severe on the eastern half. Thermal damage was 
noted to the front door on the eastern half, demonstrated by the oxidation and discoloration of the 
metal framing. 

Most of the wood framing on the east wall was completely consumed. What little remained showed 
heavy fire damage and charring throughout with significant mass loss. The brick wall showed heavy 
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smoke damage and deposition, more so to the upper half. The southern portion of the room had 
suffered a collapse and was partially consumed. Heavy fire damage was observed throughout the 
collapsed area, including building materials and room contents. 

Ceiling coverings on the non-collapsed areas were pulled by fire personnel during suppression 
activities. The exposed ceiling joists and subflooring to the 2nd level showed heavy fire damage and 
charring throughout. The pulled ceiling coverings were scattered around the room and showed heavy 
thermal damage, demonstrated by the oxidation and discoloration of the metal sheeting. 

The center area of the structure had suffered a complete collapse of the ceiling and 2nd floor and was 
partially consumed. The area was covered in mounds of collapsed debris. Building materials and 
contents showed heavy fire damage throughout. Thermal damage was noted by the melting and 
deformation of plastics and other materials, as well as the oxidation and discoloration of metal items 
located throughout the debris. 

 
Exposed wiring was observed as insulation had completely melted off. Wood framing from walls and 
the ceiling showed heavy fire damage and charring throughout with significant mass loss to areas. 
Combustibles were at least partially consumed. The floor was covered in fire debris, collapsed items, 
and building materials, making the area difficult to traverse and examine. 

 
The storage room was located in the southeast corner of the structure along the south and east 
exterior walls. The storage room showed heavy fire damage throughout, with damages increasing 
toward the ceiling. The floor was covered in fire debris and other collapsed contents and debris. 
Combustibles were at least partially consumed. Thermal damage was noted by the melting of plastics 
and other materials, as well as the oxidation and discoloration of metal items located within the debris. 

 
Wall coverings throughout the room were mostly consumed or pulled by fire personnel during 
suppression activities. The exposed wall studs showed heavy fire damage and charring throughout, 
with damage increasing toward the ceiling level. Similar damage was observed to the exposed wall 
paneling, again with damage increasing toward the ceiling level. The entirety of the ceiling and roof 
had collapsed into the room and was partially consumed. 

 
The furnace was located in the northwest corner of the room. The furnace was surrounded by 
collapsed debris and could not safely be examined from all sides. The furnace showed heavy smoke 
damage and deposition. Thermal damage was noted, demonstrated by the oxidation and discoloration 
of the metal casing and ducts, as well as the melting and deformation of some of the wiring insulation 
and other plastic components. The breaker panels were located on the north end of the east wall. The 
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breaker panels showed heavy fire damage throughout. Thermal damage was noted by the melting and 
deformation of plastic components and wiring insulation, as well as the oxidation and discoloration of 
the metal casing and exposed metal wiring. The area directly around the breaker panels showed 
heavy fire and thermal damage. 

The southwest corner of the structure had suffered a total collapse of the ceiling and roof, as well as 
sections of the south and west exterior walls. The area showed heavy fire damage throughout. The 
floor was covered in fire debris and other collapsed contents and debris. Combustibles were at least 
partially consumed. Thermal damage was noted by the melting of plastics and other materials, as well 
as the oxidation and discoloration of metal items located within the debris. 

 
Wood framing and other wooden items amongst the debris showed heavy fire damage and charring 
throughout with significant mass loss. Studs and framing on the west and south walls were nearly 
completely consumed. Collapsed roof coverings in and around the area showed thermal damage, 
demonstrated by the oxidation and discoloration of the metal sheeting. The southwest corner area 
showed heavy fire damage throughout, ranging from floor to ceiling level. 

 
The interior examination continued on the 2nd level. The majority of the 2nd level had collapsed into 
the structure, and what little remained on the far north end was not accessible by either stairwell and 
had to be observed from within the structure on the main floor. Heavy fire damage was observed 
throughout what was visible on the 2nd floor. Wooden items, framing, and other building materials 
showed heavy fire damage and charring with significant mass loss observed across the east and west 
walls. Much of the 2nd floor contents had collapsed down onto the main floor. Thermal damage was 
noted by the melting and deformation of plastics and other materials, such as a large bathtub located 
near the center of the structure. Oxidation and discoloration were also observed to visible metal items 
and exposed wiring. 

 
Due to the extent of damages, burn patterns observed, and collapse of most of the ceiling and nearly 
the entire 2nd level, an area of origin could not be established. 

 
Conclusion 

 
Due to the evidence, burn patterns, and severity of damages noted above, including the collapse of a 
large portion of both the 1st and 2nd floors, and insufficient evidence to identify an ignition source or 
ignition sequence, a factual determination as to the cause of this fire could not be rendered. Therefore, 
this fire is classified as undetermined. 
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Supplemental Report    

Supp. No. Date / Time ID Officer Name 
0002 11/11/2024 4:14 PM 1471 Inv. Ryan Troske 

FIRE DEPT INFO 

On Tuesday, November 11, 2024, upon my arrival on the scene, I made contact with FIre Chief Kevin 
Speckhals with the Hermann Volunteer Fire Department. 

Speckhals advised they were dispatched at 0741 hours with apparatus on scene at 0747 hours. They 
had flames rolling out of the east windows on the first floor of the front of the building on arrival, with 
smoke billowing out of the first and second floors of the building. 

 
2nd Assistant Chief Joe Scheer advised they had heavy fire and smoke from the front interior, and 
they were not able to make entry. A crew forced a locked door on the west side of the front of the 
building in order to take the stairs to the 2nd floor. Once on the 2nd floor, crews encountered smoke 
from floor to ceiling. With no visibility and high heat conditions, personnel retreated back down the 
stairs and exited the building. 

 
Scheer advised the fire was attacked from the exterior utilizing two inch-and-three-quarter hoselines 
and a two-and-a-half-inch hoseline on the front side, and two inch-and-three-quarter hoselines and a 
two-and-a-half-inch hoseline at the rear of the building, all focused on the first floor. Scheer advised 
due to the fire and visibility conditions, personnel did not know when the interior of the building started 
to collapse. 

 
Scheer advised aerial operations began at 0849 hours after the Washington Fire Department arrived 
on scene. The windows on the 2nd floor were busted out during aerial operations. Before this, no fire 
had been seen from the second floor. Once the windows were broken, fire began to show at all 
windows. 

 
Scheer advised the back wall of the building and the rear portion of the west wall collapsed at 
approximately 1030 hours. 

Scheer advised the windows on the first floor of the east wall were covered with sheetrock and 
pegboard. When the windows were breached by fire personnel, they had heavy fire rolling out. 

 
Scheer advised a DVR system was removed from the first floor by fire personnel and placed in an 
apparatus on scene while personnel continued to battle the fire. 
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Speckhals advised they were under control at approximately 1100 hours. 

Nothing further was obtained from Speckhals and Scheer. 

 

 
INTERVIEW 

On Monday, November 11, 2024, I spoke with witness Jeffrey Meyer while on the fire scene. The 
following is a summary of the interview. 

Meyer advised that he had dropped his daughter off at daycare at 0723 hours across town, drove to 
1st St., and parked in front of the involved structure at 218/220 E 1st St. Meyer advised he did not see 
anything wrong, and noticed that the flatscreen TV inside the antique shop on the first floor was on 
and working as usual. Meyer walked over to the Stomp'n Grounds coffee shop located at 214 E 1st 
St., and was only there for around 5 to 10 minutes when someone rushed in saying there was a fire 
and to move his vehicle. Meyer advised he ran outside to move his car and observed smoke and 
flames rolling out the front left windows of the antique shop. 

Nothing further was obtained from Meyer. 

Supplemental Report    

Supp. No. Date / Time ID Officer Name 
0003 11/11/2024 4:14 PM 1471 Inv. Ryan Troske 
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Supplemental Report    

Supp. No. Date / Time ID Officer Name 
0004 11/11/2024 4:14 PM 1471 Inv. Ryan Troske 

INTERVIEW 

On Monday, November 11, 2024, I spoke with Scott Bringhurst, owner of the Hermann Attic Antique 
Mall, which occupied most of the first floor of the involved structure, while on the fire scene. The 
following is a summary of the interview. 

Bringhurst advised he had been running his business since 2009. The business was operated under 
Lima Charley LLC, which he owned, and was insured through American Family Insurance. He was 
unaware of any electrical issues with the building or his shop. Bringhurst advised he paid the building 
owner Nicholas Renfroe $3,275 a month in rent. 

Bringhurst advised his employee clocked out the previous evening at 1720 hours. He had last checked 
his ring camera footage from the store logged at 1730 hours showing the lights still on, so the 
employee was still locking up and hadn't left the building yet. 

 
Bringhurst advised there shouldn't have been any power to the rear portion of the building at the time 
of the fire, as they flipped the breaker to the rear of the building when closing each night. 

Bringhurst advised he had approximately $100,000 worth of retail in the store at the time of the fire. 
 

Bringhurst advised he had a DVR system with 15 cameras set up inside the store. The fire department 
had cut the DVR box out and removed it from the building. Bringhurst advised the system was not 
connected to the cloud but as long as it was not too damaged, you should be able to connect the hard 
drive to a computer and pull the footage. 

Nothing further was obtained from Bringhurst. 
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Supplemental Report    

Supp. No. Date / Time ID Officer Name 
0005 11/11/2024 4:15 PM 1471 Inv. Ryan Troske 

INTERVIEW 

On Monday, November 11, 2024, I spoke with building owner and owner of the B&B business 
operated out of the 2nd floor Nicholas Renfroe while on the fire scene. The following is a summary of 
the interview. 

Renfroe advised the building had been built sometime around 1900 and he had purchased it in 
December of 2021. It was a private sale from the previous owner, which was a five-year term, and he 
still owed approximately $200,000 on the building. Renfroe advised he paid $2,000 a month for the 
building. 

Renfroe advised the building was powered by electric and natural gas. He was unaware of any issues 
with either. Renfroe advised natural gas was used for the water heaters, a furnace, and three 
fireplaces on the 2nd floor. 

 
Renfroe advised after purchasing the building the 2nd floor was gutted and everything was 
professionally redone. 

Renfroe advised he purchased the building for $375,000 and he had put over $800,000 into 
renovating the 2nd floor and getting everything needed to run his B&B business Dappleton Hotel. 

 
Renfroe advised the building was listed under NIBE LLC, which he was the owner of, and Dappleton 
Hotel was operated under DAPS LLC, which he was also the owner of. 

Renfroe advised the building and Dappleton Hotel were both insured by Nautilus. 
 

Renfroe advised he had last been in the building the day prior from approximately 1130 hours to 1230 
hours to check the hotel rooms on the second floor after guests had checked out. 

Renfroe advised Scott Bringhurst, owner and operator of the Hermann Attic Antique Mall, had nearly 
the entire first floor, except for a small coffee/break room which was part of Dappleton Hotel, and the 
entirety of the 2nd floor was Dappleton Hotel. 

 
Nothing further was obtained from Renfroe. 
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Supplemental Report    

Supp. No. Date / Time ID Officer Name 
0006 11/11/2024 4:17 PM 1471 Inv. Ryan Troske 

EVIDENCE INFORMATION 

During suppression activities, a DVR system was located on the main floor by fire personnel and 
removed by cutting all the attached wires. The DVR system was then placed into an apparatus on 
scene. 

The DVR system was a Night Owl, model #: DVR-C50XFR-162-JF. The DVR system showed slight 
thermal damage to the front casing but appeared relatively unharmed. 

 
Scott Bringhurst, the owner of the antique mall, also owned the DVR system and advised he had 15 
cameras throughout the property. He advised they were motion-sensored cameras but they may have 
caught footage of the fire. Bringhurst advised the system was not connected to the cloud, but as long 
as it was operatable, it should only need to be connected to a computer in order to pull footage from 
the hard drive. Bringhurst gave verbal consent for me to take possession of the DVR system to 
attempt to obtain footage of the fire incident. Bringhurst also supplied a completed written consent 
form the following day on 11/12. 

I collected the DVR system from the fire apparatus on scene and placed it in a large paper evidence 
bag, which was later filled out and sealed with evidence tape. 

 
The DVR system remained in my possession until 11/19 when I traveled to Jefferson City and 
submitted the DVR system to the Missouri Digital Forensic Center (MDFC). 

Once anything is heard from the MDFC, this report will be updated with an additional supplement. 
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Supplemental Report    

Supp. No. Date / Time ID Officer Name 
0007 11/18/2024 4:15 PM 1471 Inv. Ryan Troske 

INTERVIEW 

On Monday, November 18, 2024, I spoke with witness Tarah Merrick on the phone. The following is a 
summary of the interview. 

Merrick advised she was staying at the B&B over the coffee shop at the time of the fire incident. Her 
friend was the first to see smoke and notified her she believed there was a fire. Merrick advised she 
observed smoke coming out the back of the building and when going around to the front saw flames 
rolling out the front window. She told the coffee shop/B&B owner about the fire, who then went to get 
the owner of the involved structure who lived across nearby. 

 
Nothing further was obtained from Merrick. 

 
Supplemental Report  

Supp. No. Date / Time ID Officer Name 
0008 11/18/2024 3:00 PM 1471 Inv. Ryan Troske 

INTERVIEW 

On Monday, November 18, 2024, I spoke with witness Christina Aversman on the phone. The 
following is a summary of the interview. 

Aversman advised she was staying at the B&B over the coffee shop at the time of the fire incident. 
She was out back in the parking lot loading luggage into the car when she turned and observed smoke 
coming from the top middle area of the involved structure. She told her friend she thought the building 
was on fire. Aversman advised in less than a minute, smoke was coming out of the seams of the 
building and where it met the deli building next door as they were only separated by a couple of 
inches. 

 
Aversman advised she then went into the coffee shop to get her friends and announce the fire. One of 
her friends went out front of the coffee shop and observed flames rolling out the front windows of the 
involved structure. Aversman advised it had only been a few minutes from when she first observed 
smoke from the back of the building. 

Nothing further was obtained from Aversman. 
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Supplemental Report    

Supp. No. Date / Time ID Officer Name 
0009 12/13/2024 8:15 AM 1471 Inv. Ryan Troske 

FOLLOW UP 

On Thursday, December 5, I met with Investigator Marcus Penn with the Missouri Digital Forensic 
Center to go over recovered footage from the DVR system salvaged from the fire scene. 

Penn performed an extraction of the data covering the dates and times of 1630 hours on November 
10th, 2024, through 0739 hours on November 11th, 2024. The system consisted of 14 cameras, 
however, they were not numbered in any particular order, and most could not be accurately placed as 
to their location within the Hermann's Attic Antique Mall. The cameras captured brief images every half 
hour but only captured video footage when motion was detected, rendering the footage broken up and 
choppy. 

No one was captured inside the building after the last employee left at approximately 1740 hours on 
11/10. No fire activity was captured on any of the cameras until approximately 0730 hours on 11/11, 
when some of the cameras captured light smoke up around ceiling level, traveling north toward the 
front of the building. No footage was observed showing where or when the fire first started. 

At approximately 0737 hours, flames could be seen in the northeast corner of the building on the 
ceiling and around the display windows at the front of the store. The windows failed and smoke and 
fire began venting out of the front of the building. 

 
Video footage provided an approximate time of fire activity, however, a fire origin and cause could still 
not be established. Due to the footage observed, the fire appears to have started up high at ceiling 
level, or somewhere between the first and second floors. 
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Supplemental Report    

Supp. No. Date / Time ID Officer Name 
0010 12/13/2024 9:01 AM 1471 Inv. Ryan Troske 

EVIDENCE INFORMATION 

On Thursday, December 5, I met with Investigator Marcus Penn with the Missouri Digital Forensic 
Center to go over recovered footage from the DVR system salvaged from the fire scene. 

Following an examination of the footage, Penn supplied a thumb drive of the footage extracted which 
will be placed into evidence. Penn also released the DVR system back into my possession which will 
be returned to the owner Scott Bringhurst at a later date. 
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