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. Page 5
Proceedi ngs began at 9:00 a. m:

COURT REPORTER  Wbul d you raise your
ri ght hand.

Do you solemly swear that the testinony
you' re about to give will be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth?

THE W TNESS: Yes, ma' am
Ther eupon:

SHANNON THOVPSON
havi ng been first duly sworn, was exam ned and
testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR BARRETT:

Q Sir, would you pl ease state your nane.

A Shannon Thonpson.

Q What is your occupation?

A |"'mthe chief of police for the citizens
of Vi enna.

MR. NI CKOLAUS: Can we pause for a
second?
(O f the record.)
BY MR BARRETT:
Q Where did you do your basic |aw
enforcenent training?

A M ssouri State Hi ghway Patrol Acadeny in

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
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Jeff City.

Q Were you a trooper?

A No, no. They offered that --

Q Way back in the day?

A. Way back in the day, yeah.

Q What year did you conplete it?

A | would have -- the first one was in 1992.
Then | conpl eted a 300- hour advanced course, |'m
goi ng to say 1996.

Q And how | ong have you been the police
chief for Vienna?

A Fourteen years.

Q |s a condition of your enploynent as the

police chief holding a peace officer license fromthe

Departnent of Public Safety?

A Yes, sir.

Q Do you have any ot her enpl oynent?

A. No, sir.

Q And what ot her | aw enforcenent agencies

have you worked for since 19927

A The Di xon M ssouri Police Departnent and
the Maries County Sheriff's Ofice.

Q Have you been associ ated with any ot her
| aw enforcenent agencies, for instance holding a

reserve conm ssion, being a nenber of a task force,

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
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Q

A

Q
what years

> O > O > O >

Q
position?
A.

Q

Page 7

or any of those sorts of things?

| was a special deputy U S. Marshal while

wor ki ng for WAl den Security at the Christopher Bond

Court house here in Jeff.

When was that ?

2017 to 2019 | believe.

And talking just in very general terns,
were you with Di xon?

Ch, ny gosh.

Pr e- 20007

Yes.

Ckay. How long were you with D xon?
Four years | think.

What was your position there?

Deputy marshal .

And with Maries County what was your

| made detective.

And what years? Can you tell ne

approxi mate years?

A That was probably '97 through 2008.
Q And you nade detective, but can you tell
me - -
A | started off as a road deputy and --
Where did you go fromthat?
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
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Road supervisor, then detective.

As the police chief in Vienna, how nmany

enpl oyees are you responsi ble for?

Two full-tine and three reserves.
kay. Are those all peace officers?
Yes.

You don't have a clerk or a secretary or

anything like that?

Not for our departnent.
Do you share one with another depart nent
he Cty?

The city clerk acts, as far as like bill

payi ng and so on and so forth.

Can you tell nme how |l arge Vienna is?
he popul ati on?

628.

How many square mles is it?

| couldn't -- | don't know.

kay. And we tal ked about the size of

your agency. Do you know how | arge Maries County is?

Roughly eight to ten thousand peopl e.
Do you know the square m |l es?
528.

Wio's the -- |'ve seen it phrased both

ways, but in the city of Belle, do they have a

888-893-3767
www.lexitaslegal.com
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mar shal or a police chief?

A They have a marshal .

Q Ckay.

A. s the way | take it.

Q And who is that?

A Jerry Coburn.

Q ls Jerry J-e-r-r-y?

A. Yes.

Q And Coburn's G o0-b-u-r-n?

A CGu -- Go-b-0-r-n [sic] | believe.

Q Ckay. Thank you. At one tinme it was
Sheriff Heitman, was it not?

A Years ago, Yyes.

Q Okay. Wio is Mark Mrgan?

A. He's currently the sergeant for the Belle
Pol i ce Departnent.

Q Do you know who the candi dates for sheriff
for Maries County are this year?

A Yes, sir.

Q Who are they?

A Scott John, Mark Morgan, T.J. Halle, and
Buddy Thonpson.

Q | m ssed the second one. Scott John, T.J.
Hal | e, Buddy Thonpson.

A Mar k Mor gan.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
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Jerry Coburn?

glad to nane them again, do you have any busi ness
association wth any of then?

A No, sir.

Q And have you ever had a soci al

relationship with any of then?

Chri st mas and what not .

Q Ckay. That's a given.

Page 10
Q Mar k Mor gan.
A Uh- huh.
Q Are you related by blood or marriage to

A No, sir.

Q How about Mark Morgan?

A. No, sir.

Q Scott John?

A. No, sir.

Q T.J. Halle?

A No, sir.

Q Buddy Thonpson?

A He's a first cousin.

Q The individuals | just nanmed, and |I'd be

A. | mean, as far as barbecuing and that kind
of stuff?

Q Sur e.

A | mean, famly events w th Buddy,

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F.
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179
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A.
ot hers.
Q
records?

A
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Q
A

not sure
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Q
nmy goal
A.

say 20 -

Page 11

Yeah, yeah. But no, not -- none of the

Wio is the Gty of Vienna's custodi an of

It would be the city clerk.

And what is his nane or her nanme?

Now it's Angi e Conbs.

When di d she begin?

Two weeks ago.

Who was it previously?

Karen Dudenhoeffer.

MR. BARRETT: Of the record for a second.
(O f the record.)

BY MR BARRETT:

And when did Ms. Dudenhoeffer serve?

It's been approxinmately two years. |'m
on dat es.

Ckay. Who was before Ms. Dudenhoeffer?

It woul d have been Carrie Roberds.

How | ong ago did she start?

Carrie?

Yes. Just so I'mnot throw ng you back,
IS to get back seven years.

Sure. Oh, yeah, sure. [|I'mgoing to

- she was there post-COVID so '20, '21, '22,

888-893-3767
www.lexitaslegal.com
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somewhere in there.

Q Al right. And before that?

A Sherry Janes.

Q And how long did -- when did Ms. Janes's
responsibility begin?

A 2008.

Q Al right. That gets us back to the tine
period --

A. Ckay.

Q -- | wanted to be

So Sherry Janes |left sonetine around

COVID. Carrie Roberds started. Carrie Roberds
| asted a couple of years. And Karen Dudenhoeffer
took the responsibility --

A. Carrie was only there -- she was there
| ess than a year.

Q But then it was Karen Dudenhoeffer?

A. Yes.

Q And up until -- she lasted until a couple

of weeks ago?

A. Yeah.

Q When Ms. -- I'msorry, is it Conber?

A Conbs.

Q Conbs.

A Ms. Conbs woul d have been hired, she woul d
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
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have been hired the first -- or the council neeting

in May. And then she had to exit her fornmer job and
begin training with this job. So it's -- she's been
there roughly -- she's been on the books roughly a

nonth. She's only been there in person starting to

train two, three weeks.

Q Okay. We're talking in generalities.
A Ckay. Yeah.
Q | appreciate it. How, if at all, does

your position as police chief interact with the
custodi an of records?

A. | maintain the police records and what not
back in our office. And then she maintains personnel
files and so on and so forth in her office.

Q And when we're tal king about police
records, we're tal king about things nentioned in the
Sunshine law. Incident reports, arrest reports,

t hose types of things.

A Ri ght .

Q | nvestigative records.

A. Law enforcenent records, yes.

Q Ckay. And so if you receive a Sunshine

request, do you typically respond to those, or do you
assi st her in responding to thenf

A This is the first one so, you know.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
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t hat docunent ?

the clerk woul d have had to have responded.
Q Al right. Just in the day-to-day

busi ness, you take care of police records?

Page 14

Q Al right. Do you have any training in
the responsibilities of a custodian of records?

A. No.

Q "' mgoing to show you what's been marked
as Exhibit 1.

(Exhibit 1 was previously marked.)

BY MR BARRETT:

Q Do you recogni ze that docunent?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q Al right. [I'mgoing to show you what's
been marked as Exhibit 2.

(Exhibit 2 was previously marked.)

BY MR BARRETT:

Q Do you recogni ze that docunent?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q In fact, you're the author of that
docunent. |Is that right?

A That's correct.

Q And can you tell ne how, if you're not the

custodi an of records, it happened that you prepared

A To be honest with you, just unaware that

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F.
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179
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Q
bef ore?

A

Q
A

Q
bot t onf?

A

Q
apparently
post mar ked

A.
Q
A.
Q

your st ack,

BY MR BARRETT:

BY MR BARRETT:

. Page 15
In ny office, that's --

That's what --

Yes, sir.

That's what you do; it's your job?
Yes, sir.

Al right. And have you seen Exhibit 3

Yes.

(Exhibit 3 was previously marked.)

And Exhibit 4, is that a letter you wote?
Yes, sir.

(Exhibit 4 was previously marked.)

And that's your signature down at the

Yes, sir.

| notice the letter isn't dated, but

It was delivered in an envelope that is

on April 10.

Yes, Sir.

Does that | ook about right to you?

Yes, sir.

Al right. Now, can we stick a sticker on

just so we're tal king about the sane

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com
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docunent s.

(Exhibit 5 was marked for identification.)
BY MR BARRETT:

Q Sir, sitting to your right is a stack of
docunents that | have | abeled Exhibit 5. The Cty's
attorney has told ne that they are the docunents that
are responsive to Exhibit 1. |Is that correct?

A Rem nd nme which one Exhibit 1 is. Sorry.

These are the requested ones is what you're asking?

Q Yes.
A kay. | -- 1 assune so.
Q Have you had a chance to | ook at those

docunent s?

A. That stack, no, sir.
Q Wiy don't you go ahead and take a | ook at
t hose?

Wil e he's doing that, Counsel, these are
the sanme docunents | |ooked at? They're in the sane
order and all that sort of thing. Right?

MR, NI CKOLAUS: Yes.

MR, BARRETT: kay. Thank you.

MR, NI CKOLAUS: Just for the record,

Exhi bit 5 consists of three folders, each with a
stack of docunents init.

MR. BARRETT: That at sone point we'l]l

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179
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Bates stanp. Thank you.
BY MR BARRETT:
Q Al'l done?
A Yes, sir.
Q Al right. So ny question was are those

t he docunents that were responsive to the request in

Exhi bit 17
A. Yes.
Q Al right. Are there any docunents that

are responsive to the request in Exhibit 1 that are
not in that stack of docunents you just revi ewed?
A. Not that I'm aware of.
Q Do you have personal copies of any of

t hese docunents?

A | have the original.
Q When | say personal copies, | nean a copy
that you do not keep as the police of -- chief of

police, but that you keep perhaps for your personal
records or at your hone or anyplace other than a
pl ace the custodi an of records would have access to?
A | do keep a copy off-site in case
sonet hing was to happen in ny office.
Q Ckay.
MR NICKOLAUS: 1'll leave this open so

we can get air.

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
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MR. BARRETT: We're off the record.
(O f the record.)

BY MR BARRETT:

Q The off-site records that you referred to,
Chi ef, where are those kept?

A On a thunb drive.

Q And where is the thunb drive kept?

A On ny person nornmally.

Q Al right. So if you' re at hone, it's at
hone?

A Uh- huh.

Q | s that yes?

A Wll -- I'"msorry.

Q Let's back up just a second. Wen you say
uh- huh, she gives ne dirty | ooks even if you're not
aware of it.

A |"msorry. |I'msorry. Yes. So normally
it's kept in ny fire safe. |If | |eave hone for an
extended period of tinme, | take it with ne.

Q And | take it fromthe context there, the
fire safe is in your hone?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Do you have personal copies of any

notes or drafts or other work product used to prepare

t hese docunents?

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
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A. No, sir.

Q Back in the day I'msure you well renenber
since you and | have a day or two --

A Uh- huh.

Q -- we used to wite things in notebooks
and make notes and things |ike that.

Now wi th conputers --

A Yeah.

Q -- we tend to just type our thoughts
directly in.

A Yeah. That's -- for the nost part. O,
you know, we were both taught back in the day to
destroy your notes when your report's conplete.

Q Actually | was born in a different place
SO --

A Real | y?

Q -- when | cut ny teeth, we saved our
not es.

A Real | y?

Q Because | was out in Los Angeles and in

California, we had a duty to preserve notes fromthe

very begi nni ng.

A Real | y?
Q And when | left for |aw school after five
years on the job, | had a stack of notebooks --
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
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A Wow.

Q -- in the back of ny | ocker.

A Ri ght .

Q We kept themall.

A Oh, wow.

Q So let's see. You've answered that
question. The docunents in Exhibit 5 were they all
prepared on City conputers using Cty software?

A. No.

Q Were el se were they prepared?

A | did themon a |aptop at ny house
usual | y.

Q And whose laptop is that?

A M ne.

Q Has it been the sane | aptop throughout all
the seven years?

A Yes, sir.

Q As an aside, you're nmuch luckier with
| apt ops than | am

MR. NI CKOLAUS: That's what | was just
whi spering to him

MR. BARRETT: Right.
BY MR BARRETT:

Q Now, sone of these docunents are not
docunents of the Gty of Vienna. |Is that right?

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
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A. True.

MR NI CKOLAUS: |'mgoing to object.
These are all docunents in the possession of the Gty
of Vi enna.
MR. BARRETT: Absolutely correct. | wll
with draw ny inartfully-stated question.
BY MR BARRETT:
Q Did sonme of these docunents originate
outside of the Gty of Vienna?
A. Yes, Sir.
Q For instance, there's a St. Louis County

traffic accident report in there.

A Yes, sir.

Q That's the one that just junps to m nd.
A Uh- huh.

Q You coll ected that as part of your work

even though it was prepared by sonebody el se?
A. Yes.
Q kay. Are the docunents in Exhibit 5 true

copi es of the docunents of the Gty of Vienna?

A They appear to be.
Q And are they conplete copies of the
records?
A They appear to be.
MR. NICKOLAUS: |'mgoing to insert here.
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
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As you and | have discussed, there are duplicates --

MR. BARRETT: Certainly.

MR, NI CKOLAUS: -- for sone of these
records that we were given that are not included in
Exhi bit 5 because they're duplicates.

MR. BARRETT: Right. And a duplicate is
a duplicate.

MR. NI CKOLAUS: Right.

MR. BARRETT: It may have been in a

different context or sonething like that, but | don't

care. Al | want are the docunents.

MR. NICKOLAUS: | just want the record to
be cl ear.

MR. BARRETT: No. | just want to nake

sure you and ne are in agreenent because | think we
are, and the record ought to reflect that. Your
courtesi es have been greatly appreciated.
BY MR BARRETT:

Q Al right. So there are no docunents
responsive to Exhibit 1 in possession of the Cty

that are not in Exhibit 5?

A. Yes, sir.
Q |"mgoing to show you what |'ve marked as
Exhi bit 6.

(Exhibit 6 was previously marked.)

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179




© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Shannon Thompson June 20, 2024

Page 23
BY MR BARRETT:

Q Have you ever seen a formof that docunent
before today?

A Yes, sir.

Q And can you tell us what it is?

A It's a report witten by a journalist in
St. Louis, Mssouri for R verfront Tines.

Q And his nanme is Ryan Krull. [Is that
right?

A Yes, sir.

Q H's name's up there at the very top of the
first page?

A Yes, sir.

Q Statenents in the article are attributed

to you. Are they correct?

A Not exactly.

Q All right. I'"mgoing to give you a red
pen.

A Uh- huh.

Q And you feel free to mark right on that

exhibit anything that is attributed to you that is
not correct or out of context or anything wong with
it at all that you think is worth nentioning, |'d
like you to mark it. Take your tine.

A Are you asking for nme to mark out stuff
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tal k about each one of themindividually. But I

don't want to interrupt you; | want to give you a

MR, NI CKOLAUS: To be clear, you're
asking himjust to mark his statenents?

MR. BARRETT: Yes.

THE W TNESS: kay.

(O f the record.)
BY MR BARRETT:

A We'd have to go back so | can see what

says.

but .
Q Let's back up for just a second.
A. kay.

| nconveniently this docunent wasn't

Page 24
that | didn't tell himor?
Q Anything that's incorrect that you said
that he attributes to you, | want you to mark.
A. Ch, okay.
Q We'll then go through in a little bit,
"Il take that marked-up one and we'll go through and

chance to read through it and mark it first. GOkay?

Q Al right. Chief, what was your question?

It

As far as a litany of allegations, that's
not my wording. He asked what the docunents entailed

and | told him but. So that's his words, not m ne,
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nunbered. Let's ne fix that.
MR. NI CKOLAUS: For the record, he's
addi ng page nunbers.
BY MR BARRETT:
Q In blue ink in the bottomright corner.
A. |"msorry. | think there was nore in the

back of that docunent.
Q Al right. So while we're still on the
record, | have nunbered the docunent pages 1
through 19. And we'll go off the record again while
you finish marking up anything you think is
appropri at e.
(O f the record.)
BY MR BARRETT:
Q Back on the record.
Sir, you had an opportunity to go through

Exhibit 6 and mark any statenents attributed to you

that you believe are incorrect. |Is that right?
A Yes, sir.
Q Al right. And if nmy eyes do not deceive

nme, the only thing you have marked is on page 3, the
third paragraph, the second sentence which says, and
| quote, He wites that he'd becone extrenely

frustrated after nmaking conplaints to several State

agencies and trying to get soneone to |look into
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Hei tman for years, close quote.

What i s 1 naccurate about that statement,

sir?
A. Well, first off, it's not a quote.
Q No. | quoted the letter.
A Ch, okay. | didn't tell himthat.
Q Ckay.
A | had told himthat this information had

been forwarded to State agencies wi thout results, but
| didn't tell himthat |1'd been trying to get
sonebody to | ook at himfor years.

Q So the suggestion that you were extrenely

frustrated nust have been sone sort of interpretation

of his?
A Where are you at, sir?
Q Ri ght here.
A | think he took that fromthe letter --
Q Ckay.
A -- to -- to the Attorney General's Ofice.

This is in the conplaint to the Attorney

General's Ofice.

Q kay.

A So I'massumng --

Q We're tal king about a third person here?
A Exactly. So | can't tell you what --
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where he believes he got that from but | think that

he got that off of the witten docunent.

Q Ckay. It certainly was not sonething you
said in conversation with hinf

A Not that | recall, no.

Q Very good. Were you aware that M. Krull
recorded his conversations with you?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q Did you record the conversations that you

had wi th hinf

A No, sir.

Q How do you know M. Krull?

A Marvin Elnore's wife's attorney told him
he'd want to -- he'd want to cone down here and talk

to these people.
Q Who is Marvin El nore?
A Marvin Elnore is an inmate that died

shortly after being released fromthe Maries County

jail.
Q And he was nmarried to a wonan nanmed?
A. Li nda.
Q Li nda El nore?
A Yes, sir.
Q And do you know what her attorney's nane

I s?

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179



© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Shannon Thompson June 20, 2024

Page 28

A. It began as Jim Thomas and then it becane
Wal dr on.

Q And whi ch one suggested you talk to
M. Krull?

A Wal dr on.

Q And what is Waldron's first nane, do you
know or is --

A It's sonething different. W -- he goes
by Jack, but that's not his legal first nanme is ny
under st andi ng.

Q But Jack Waldron is the attorney |I'd be
| ooking for --

A Yes, sir.

Q -- if I wanted to talk to him

A. Yeah.

Q Now, |'ve noticed -- | want to tal k about
this letter to the attorney general.

A. Yes, sir.

Q You wote that?

A Yes, sir.

Q And | understand fromthe article that
it's a five-page letter?

A Pr obabl y.

kay. Haven't counted themlately?

A. No.
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Q Was it on City letterhead? rage s
A. Yes, Sir.
Q Was it signed by you |ike Exhibit 4 was as
police chief?
A Yes, sir.
Q Who was it copied to, if you recall?
A Qur Gty attorney.
Q Anyone el se?
A. No, sir.
Q Al right. And I've | ooked through
Exhibit 5, | like to think diligently --
A. Ckay.
Q -- but I don't see any letter to the
attorney general in there.
Have | mssed it? Yes, | mssed it?
MR, NI CKOLAUS: Yes, you mssed it.
THE WTNESS: | was going to say, | think
It's in there.
BY MR BARRETT.:
Q Did you see it in the stack today?
A. Yes, Sir.
Q Can you give ne the envelope that it's in
or the folder that's it's in?
MR NI CKOLAUS: Let's --
MR. BARRETT: There it is.
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MR, NI CKOLAUS: Yeah. raoe 0
MR. BARRETT: It is the third docunent in
the set. Al right. And it has redactions. Is that
right? There were parts of it that were bl acked out?
MR. NI CKOLAUS: There's an unredacted
one.
THE WTNESS: Yeah. There's a second one
I n there.
MR, NI CKOLAUS: M ght be that.
MR. BARRETT: Onh, this one. Al right.
Actual ly that was one of ny questions too.
BY MR BARRETT:
Q The third docunent, the one with the

redacti ons --

A Uh- huh.

Q -- actually has your signature on it, does
It not?

A. It's a copy of the first one.

Q Well, what | noticed, this one that is

printed in color that is further down in the stack
doesn't have your signature.

A The original went to the attorney general,
and | kept that in a file copy. So when | print it,
it doesn't have the signature on it.

Q But have you al so kept a copy of the
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signed version that you sent to the attorney general ?

A | don't think I kept a signed copy.

Q Al right. Do you know how your signature
on that third docunent that we | ooked at in this
stack, how it happens to have your signature? |'m

just trying to understand how t he recordkeepi ng

wor ks.
A "Il have to be honest with you.
don't -- | nade a copy of that original, so | guess |

did, probably what | forwarded to M. N ckol aus was
just off the thunb drive.

Q Ckay.
A So | didn't nmake hima photocopy of the
original. Does that nmake sense? That's what |'m

t hi nki ng happened.
Q Ckay. Was that witten on your |aptop at

home or was that witten at City Hall or do you have

any idea?
A That one | think was witten at City Hall.
Q Who delivered it to the -- or strike that.

How was it delivered to the attorney

general ?
A By US mil --
Q And who - -
A -- and emai | .
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Q And who paid for the postage?

A The Gty of Vienna.

Q Where are the copies kept?

A. Copi es kept for?

Q O that letter.

A. They should be in ny folder at the office.

Q Al right. | want to nmake sure

understand this. At sone |evel we have your backup
copies that are on a thunb drive that is usually in
the fire safe at your hone. |Is that right?

A One of them The other one is in the safe
at the office.

Q You have another thunb drive that you keep

at the safe at the office?

A. Yes, sir. Well, if fire --

Q kay.

A -- or whatever happens to it, then
there's -- that's the only reason for keeping an

extra copy --

Q Sur e.

A -- off-site.

Q |'"'ma big fan of backup copies, let ne
tell you

A Right. R ght.

Then you have your police departnent
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records.

A Uh- huh.

Q Are the police departnent records kept in
paper formor electronically or both?

A. Paper form for the nost part.

Q Ckay. And this file that you referred to
that has the letter to Attorney General Bailey --

A Uh- huh.

Q -- what file would that be?

A It's a folder like this.

Q Al right. Just a manila folder?

A. That | keep in a locked file cabinet in ny
of fice.

Q And what is -- howis that file |abeled,
if at all?

A |'d have to go back and ook at it to tell
you.

Q Ckay. What is in it besides the letter to
the attorney general ?

A. Just the supporting docunents that's been

brought to ne to generate that letter.
Q Ckay. And are any of the docunents that

were used to generate that letter not in Exhibit 5?

A No, sir.
Q In the article it tal ks about three
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different fires that the reporter associated with
Sheriff Heitman. Do you recall?

A There is -- there was nention, and | think
he already had that information if | renenber right,
but .

Q Ckay.

A. | -- | didn't have direct information
about the fires.

Q Al right.

A So | don't know where he gai ned that
information. | knew that there's all egations of
fires, but I didn't have any direct infornmation
regardi ng those fires.

Q None of the fires occurred within the city
of Vi enna?

A. No, sir.

Q Do you have copies of the -- of any
reports regarding those fires?

A No, sir.

Q For instance, it's ny understandi ng that
the state fire marshal prepared reports in one or
nore of the incidents. Do you have any copi es of
t hose?

A. No, sir.

Q Do you have any reports fromany of the
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fire departnents or fire districts that responded to

the events?

A No, sir.

Q The article refers to insurance fraud or
Sheriff Heitman committing insurance fraud. Can you
tell me what that was referring to?

MR NICKOLAUS: |'mgoing to object as
bei ng hearsay. He's already stated that he has -- he
didn't wite the article.

BY MR BARRETT:

Q | understand. Answer to the best of your
ability, Chief.

A Coul d you repeat the question pl ease.

MR. BARRETT: Could we have it read back.

COURT REPORTER: "Question: The article
refers to insurance fraud or Sheriff Heitnman
commtting insurance fraud. Can you tell nme what
that was referring to."

THE WTNESS: It's referring to sone of
the docunents that's in Exhibit No. 5.

BY MR BARRETT:

Q Wi ch ones specifically please?
A Did you nunber the docunents?
Q | did not.

MR. NI CKOLAUS: Nor did I.
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THE WTNESS: GCkay. | can go and tell

you how many -- how far down in the --

BY MR BARRETT:

Q Can you tell ne what they are? Perhaps
can find them nyself.

A. They' re acci dent reports, vehicle accident
reports.

Q Al right. One that stands out in ny m nd
was an accident report that occurred in St. Louis
County.

A Uh- huh. Yes, sir,

Q Okay. And is that what you're talking
about ?

A. One of them yes.

Q Ckay. Were there other accident reports
in there?

A Yes, sir.

Q And where were -- tell nme about them

Where did they occur, who was involved, that type of
t hi ng.

MR. NICKOLAUS: |1'mgoing to -- |'m going
to object. First of all --

MR. BARRETT: Fair enough.

MR NI CKOLAUS: -- it's hearsay.
Second of all | think we're getting into
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violating the Court's order.
MR, BARRETT: Ckay.
BY MR BARRETT:
Q Al right. Wy don't we go ahead and t ake

that into consideration. Wuld you find in Exhibit 5
for me the other traffic accident reports that you're
referring to.

A Now, this was collected -- this doesn't

directly relate to M. Heitnman.

Q Ckay.
A That -- if that nakes any sense.
Q Sure. GCkay. And so what we're tal king

about there was a --
MR, NICKOLAUS: |I'mgoing to object. W
can't be describing what's in those docunents.
BY MR BARRETT:
Q Let nme think about how to address that.
Are there any others?
A No.
(kay. You can go ahead and put it back.
And | saw that you were to preserve the order. Both
M. N ckolaus and | greatly appreciate that.
A As do | normally.
Q Did you provide any of the docunents in

Exhibit 5 to the reporter?
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A. Yes.

Q VWi ch ones?

A |'d have to go through and sort them all
out .

Q We're actually going to go through themin
alittle bit, so I'll hold that question.

Who is the prosecuting attorney of Maries

Count y?

A Ri chard Ant hony Skouby.

Q And how | ong have you known M. Skouby.

A Twenty, 25 years probably.

Q Are you related to himby blood or
marriage?

A. No, sir.

Q Have you ever had any business associ ati on
with hinf

No, sir.

Q Have you ever had any social relationship
with hinf

A. No, sir.

Q Ever been a guest in his hone?

A. No, sir.

Q Have he ever been a guest in your hone?

A. No, sir.

Q Have you presented the docunent -- have
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you presented docunents responsive to Exhibit 1 to rage
any other Maries County prosecutor?

A No, sir.

Q Can you tell ne the difference, Chief, as
| | ook through these docunents, | see sone that are

captioned Vienna Police Departnent that have police
departnent case nunbers on them | assune those are
reports of your agency?

A. If -- if they were in our jurisdiction and
we did a crimnal investigation, they would be
assi gned a case nunber.

Q Al right. And can you tell ne what the
difference is with the docunents that are | abel ed
Synopsi s?

A Most of those | did not have jurisdiction
to investigate, but the information needed docunented

so |l didit as a synopsis.

Q Al right. The docunents that were police
reports, have those been presented -- let ne back up
a second.

How | ong has M. Skouby been the

prosecuting attorney?

A | think he was elected in '20.

Q So he woul d have started in '21?

A Well, he's not running this round. '22
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179



© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Shannon Thompson June 20, 2024

Page 40

t hen maybe.

Q Ckay. Were the docunents in Exhibit 5
that are police reports --

A Uh- huh.

Q -- presented to M. Skouby for his review?

A. No, sir. Let nme clarify. Vienna police
reports -- well, none of them have been, no, sir.

Q Can you tell nme why not.

A. Well, | take that back. | nmade a m st ake.

Q | thought you m ght have.

A Yeah, | nmade a m stake. There's a --
don't know what the case nunber is on it.

Q Feel free to | ook

A Okay. But it was turned in and
declined. It would have been Vienna Police Case No.
VPD 23-0023. The police report was given to the
prosecuting attorney; however, no probabl e cause
statenent or any of that, chargi ng docunents, was
forwarded to him

Q Who prepared the docunents | abel ed
Synopsi s?

A | did.

Q How are they recorded, if at all, in the
Cty's records?

A On the thunb drive and in paper.
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Q In the files in that | ocked cabi net you
t al ked about ?

A Yes, sir.

Q And where are they kept? The places we
tal ked about; the file cabinets in our office?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q And then the two thunb drives, one in the
safe at the office, one in the safe at your hone?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q Have any of the docunents titled Synopsis

ever been presented to the Maries County prosecutor?
A. No, sir.
Q Can you tell ne how that St. Louis County

traffic collision report that we've tal ked about was

obt ai ned?

A It was provided to ne.

Q By whon?

A That's in those docunents there.

Q Do you know who, or would you have to
| ook?

A | know who, but.

Q Who was it?

A That's, | think, covered by people who

want to stay anonynous.

Q And |'mnot interested in that.
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A Uh- huh.

Q You're in a deposition. You're under oath
and you' re bound to answer ny questions. Can you
tell nme --

A. As long as | lawfully can.

MR, NI CKOLAUS: (bjection. The docunents
speak for thenselves, so it's hearsay. And second of
all, I think it's violating the Court order, talking
about what's in those docunents.

MR BARRETT: Al right. Wy don't we go
ahead and excuse Sheriff Heitman then for a m nute.

MR. CHRI'S HEIl TMVAN.  Want ne to cl ose the
door behind ne?

MR. BARRETT: We'll open it when we're
ready for you, Chris.

BY MR BARRETT:

Q Al right. So | repeat ny question. Wo
gave the docunent --

MR. NICKOLAUS: |1'mgoing to repeat ny
obj ection and direct himnot to answer. He's not
going to discuss what's in the docunents.

MR, BARRETT: kay. That's all we need to
get to. The judge wll neke the deci sion.

MR N CKOLAUS: 1'Il go --

MR, BARRETT: Well, tell you what, let's

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS
www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179



© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Shannon Thompson June 20, 2024

Page 43
kick himout again. There's a couple things here
we're probably going to do. Yeah, that was ne.
BY MR BARRETT:
Q There's an incident related in the
docunents, | believe it's a synopsis that tal ks about

a person who was a mnor at the tine whose initials
are C.F. Do you know who |'m tal king about?

A You' d probably have to tell ne which
docunent you're tal king about.

Q Al right. There is a docunent in there
that tal ks about a fellow by the nane of CF. Do you
recall that docunent?

A There's several docunents in there with
t hat nane.

Q Ckay. There's one in particul ar that
refers to when he was a mnor. Do you know which
docunent |'mtal king about ?

A. Again, | think there's two or three that
make nention of him being under age.

Q And there's one specifically that says
that he was sexual |y abused. Do you recall that one?

A It was all eged, yes.

Q Al right. And | don't see any report to
the Child Abuse and Negl ect Hotline regarding that
matter. Wen did you report that to the Child Abuse
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and Negl ect Hotline?

A | did not because when | received the
i nformati on, he was already an adult.

Q And it's your understanding that if he had
come of age, you were excused fromthe
responsi bilities of a mandated reporter?

A The -- sonme of these incidents have
been investigate -- or have been turned into Child
Abuse Negl ect Hotline and nothing --

Q And not hi ng?

A And nothing -- nothing resulted fromit.

Q Al right. And in your view, that neans
that your duties as a mandatory reporter were not
I nvoked?

A | don't believe so. Not on that one. Not
mne. Oher -- other folks may have been invol ved,
but .

Q Who is Cal eb John?

A Cal eb John is the son of the chief deputy,
Scott John.

Q And he's one of the candi dates for
sheriff?

A No, sir. WIlIl, Scott John is, yes.

Q And woul d you agree that Sheriff Heitnman

has the authority to appoint jailers?
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A Yes.

Q Wul d you agree that jailers are all owed
to carry firearns?

A. | believe they have to be properly trained
to do so, but after that, then yes.

Q Do you have any know edge of the scope or
nature of the training?

A. No.

Q Wul d you agree that a peace officer can

t ake whoever they wish to assist themin handling a

call?
A No.
Q |s there anything in the R verfront Tines

article about the mnor we tal ked about, C F.?
A. | don't believe so.
Q Did you provide any information about C. F.

to the reporter?

A. In regards to?

Q Anyt hi ng?

A Yes.

Q What did you tell the reporter about?

A The reporter. He was involved in -- in
the vehicle -- the vehicle collision.

Q Ckay. And do you have any idea why that

wasn't in the article?
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A No, sir.

Q That was what | expected.

|s there anything in the R verfront Tines
article about Caleb John?

MR. NI CKOLAUS:. Again, objection;
hear say.

You can answer.

THE WTNESS: |'msorry?

MR. NI CKOLAUS: You can answer if you
know t he answer .

THE WTNESS: Oh, not that |'m aware of.
BY MR BARRETT:

Q Did you provide -- did you provide
information to the reporter about Cal eb John?

A. No.

Q QG her than your letter to the attorney
general and the docunents in Exhibit 5, what other
tangible itens did you give to the reporter?

A Not hing | don't believe.

Q Were all of the docunments from Exhibit 5
presented to the Attorney CGeneral's Ofice?

A. No.

Q O her than your five-page letter, what
ot her docunents in Exhibit 5 were not sent to the

attorney general ?
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A We'd just have to go through them
Q Let's go ahead --
A And pul |l them out.
MR. NI CKOLAUS: Let's go off the record
for a second.
MR. BARRETT: Let ne rephrase the
guesti on.
MR NICKOLAUS: | think it's all of this

file. This is off the record.

MR. BARRETT: Yeah.

(O f the record.)

MR. NI CKOLAUS: Ckay. So we've agreed by
the parties to divide Exhibit 5 into A, B, and C 5A
being what we are calling the Belle file; 5B being
what we're calling the m scellaneous file --

MR. BARRETT: That's fine.

MR NI CKOLAUS: -- and 5C being --

MR. BARRETT: Sheriff's -- other
sheriff's financial is what | have it | abel ed as.

MR, NI CKOLAUS: What's that?

MR. BARRETT: Sheriff's financial.

MR. NI CKOLAUS: Wiy don't we say other
sheriff's stuff. | don't think it's all financial.

MR, BARRETT: Including financial.

MR NI CKOLAUS: O her sheriff including
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financi al .

MR. BARRETT: And that's by agreenent.

MR, NI CKOLAUS: Yes.

MR. BARRETT: No, | nean, |'m agreeing.

But | think we're all on the sane page.

(Exhibits 5A, 5B, and 5C were marked for
i dentification.)

THE WTNESS: | didn't figure out what --

MR, NI CKOLAUS: That's okay.

THE WTNESS: | screwed this one up.

MR NI CKOLAUS: Ckay. Everything but
those two woul d have been sent to the Attorney
General's Ofice.

MR, BARRETT: Al right.

MR NI CKOLAUS: So all of 5C except for
the two docunents you' re handi ng hinf?

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

BY MR BARRETT:
Q And just for the record, the two docunents

you handed ne, the first is captured Synopsis
| nfformation received as of 11/20/23. And the second
I's Synopsis and the first sentence begi ns, Regarding
the death of Marvin El nore.

Are we in agreenent, sir?

MR. NI CKOLAUS: Uh- huh.
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BY MR BARRETT:

Q Your counsel agreed. Do you agree?
A Ch, yes. Sorry.

MR. NI CKOLAUS: Do we want to put these
in a separate file?

MR, BARRETT: No.

MR, NI CKOLAUS: Make 5A all the Attorney
General's Ofice?

MR, BARRETT: No, | can --

MR NI CKOLAUS: Ckay.

MR. BARRETT: | can understand what two
things -- if you want to put themat the end of the
file or sonmething, it mght nmake it easier for us in
the long run. Because | have no doubt at all that at
sone point you're going to give in and Bates stanp
them or image them or sonet hing.

MR. NI CKOLAUS: Yeah.

BY MR BARRETT:

Q Ckay. Wiy were those two docunents not
i ncluded, sir?

A One, | believe | made just to kind of keep
nyself a tineline as to what | had done. And the
ot her one was information that had been requested or
released to M. Elnore's attorney.

Q Ckay. And | can tell fromthe context of
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your answer whi ch docunent is which.

A Ckay.

Q |s that fair enough?

A Sur e.

Q Ckay. What ot her prosecuting authorities
have been presented wth the records in Exhibit 57

A No ot her prosecutor.

Q Have the docunents in Exhibit 5 been

provided to any other person or entity?

A | fired off a letter to the Governor's
Ofice.

Q Al right.

A Qur attorney has them And Riverfront
Times guy got a copy of the -- he doesn't have these

two, the stuff in these two folders. He got a copy
of --

Q Let ne stop you for just a second. You
referred specifically to the governor and the
Riverfront Tinmes reporter. And then you went to
usi ng pronouns.

A |"'msorry. I'msorry. Ckay. So those

were provi ded the sane docunents as the attorney

gener al .
Q Ckay. The governor and the Riverfront --
A. And M. Krull, yes.
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Q -- Times -- anyone besides the two of
t hent?

The state auditor cones to mnd. D d you

send - -
A | wote a letter, but | did not send it.
And he didn't -- okay.
MR, NICKOLAUS: |I'mgoing to junp in here
for a second. Wen -- if you don't m nd, when you
refer --

MR, BARRETT: O course not.
MR NI CKOLAUS: -- to the attorney,

you' ve had two different attorneys during this

peri od.

THE WTNESS: City attorneys?

MR, NI CKOLAUS: Yes.

THE WTNESS: Yes, |I'msorry.

MR, NI CKOLAUS: Who was the first Gty
att or ney?

THE W TNESS: Ross Bush.

MR, NI CKOLAUS: And he di ed.

THE WTNESS: Yes, in February.

MR. BARRETT:. Tragedy.

MR, NI CKOLAUS: And then I'mcurrently
the Gty attorney.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.
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MR. NI CKOLAUS: GCkay. I'mnot really
sure when he says he sent to the attorney, which
attorney he's tal king about.
MR. BARRETT: | think that's a perfectly

fair interlude, and | find it difficult to believe
that I would ever have a problemw th you clarifying
sonething |like that.

MR NI CKOLAUS: So let ne just finish
t hen.

MR. BARRETT: Yeah.

MR. NI CKOLAUS: When you say you sent it
to the attorney --

THE WTNESS: |'msorry. M. Bush.

MR. NI CKOLAUS: -- M. Bush got it.

And then of course now | have it.

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

MR, NI CKOLAUS: Al right. So you've
sent it to both of the attorneys.

THE W TNESS: Yes.

MR. NI CKOLAUS: Do you have any idea what
happened to M. Bush's records?

THE WTNESS: [It's ny -- | have no idea
where he stored them or how he kept his copies, so |
don't know.

MR NI CKOLAUS: Has soneone el se taken
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over his practice?

THE WTNESS: No. He had an attorney
assist us wwth our traffic docket, but beyond that, |
don't think he -- | think he withdrew from al |
practice except the Gty of Vienna.

MR. BARRETT:. Fair enough.

MR NI CKOLAUS: Let's go off the record
for a second.

(O f the record.)

BY MR BARRETT:
Q Chi ef, have any of the docunents in

Exhi bit 5 been provided to any of the candi dates for

sheriff?
A. No.
Q Have any of the candidates for sheriff

been allowed to review the docunents that are in

Exhi bit 57
A. No.
Q Have t he docunents in Exhibit 5 been

provided to any other reporter?
A. No.
Q Are there any docunents responsive to

Exhibit 1 that we have not tal ked about today?

A. Not that |'m aware of.
Q Chief, | have a couple of technical
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guestions for you. Have you ever been convicted of a

crim nal offense?

A. No.

Q Has your peace officer |icense ever been
di sci pl i ned?

A. No, sir.

Q The agencies that we tal ked about that you

left, Dixon and Maries County and the special deputy

posi tion.
A. Yes, sir.
Q Did you ever | eave any of those positions

ot her than voluntarily?

A No, sir.

Q Coul d you tell nme how your comm ssion as a
deputy sheriff, whatever your job title actually was,

with Maries County was term nated?

A | termnated it.
Q And how did you do that?
A | resigned ny conmmi ssion.
Q And when was t hat?
A. Wul d have been Decenber 31st of 2008.
Q Was that the day before Sheriff Heitman
t ook office?

A. It was.
Q And can you tell ne why you chose to
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resign your conm ssion.

A | felt I had too many irons in the fire.

Q Al right. And what were the other irons
that you had in the fire?

A. | was working for the Gty of Vienna.

Q Were you already the police chief?

A. Yes, sir. Yes, sir.

Q Al right.

A. Yeah. So | maintained a reserve
conm ssion, but it just got too nuch.

Q There was a little transition there where
you left the sheriff's departnent full-tinme enploy --

A |"msorry. Yes. | resigned in 2000 -- in
July of 2008 to take a full-time position with the
Cty of Vienna.

Q So a very short tinme frame we're talking
about ?

A. Yeah.

Q Five nont hs, six nonths?

A. Yes, Sir.

Q Al right. And you had a reserve
comm ssion that you chose to resign?

A Yes, sir.

Q And did you keep a copy of your
resignation letter, or was it done verbally?
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A | wote a letter, but it's been so |ong
ago, | didn't keep a copy of it.

Q Al right. At the tinme -- strike that.

Did your choosing to term nate your
reserve commssion with the -- with Maries County
have anything to do with Sheriff Heitnman being
el ect ed?

A | chose to termnate it and focus with
Vi enna.

Q So | take it to the answer to the question
IS no?

A. Ri ght .

Q Al right. It has been ny experience in
sone smaller comunities that police officers also
mai ntain sheriff comm ssions so we don't run into
t hese i ssues about where exactly is the city line,.

A Ri ght .

Q |s that a fair description of how sone
peopl e operate?

A. They may. We found that State statute, if

you stop with your nunicipal charging and go to State

statute, our prosecutors normally picked it up.

Q Fresh pursuit is --
A. Exactly.
Q -- understood in Mries County?
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A Yes, sir. Yes.

Q Ckay. And so there was no benefit to you
mai ntai ning a county conm ssion?

A No, sir.

Q Do any of your officers have county
conmm ssi ons?

A. No, sir.

Q Are you one of those one-comm ssion
chi efs; you have ny comm ssion and not others?

A. No, sir.

Q O it just doesn't conme up?

A. No. 1've had enpl oyees that have been
dual comm ssi oned.

Q Different people have different policies
on that and that's why | ask.

A Ri ght .

Q Chi ef, another weird question. Your
di ning roomor kitchen floor, is it vinyl or wood or
car pet ?

MR. NI CKOLAUS: |'mgoing to object for

rel evance.
BY MR BARRETT:

Q Fai r enough. Answer the question to the
best of your ability.

A. It's wood.
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A

Q
answer t

before t

Q

a Facebook page, and | am probably going to get the

name wong, but Mries Countians for Accountability.

|"mgoing to keep that to nyself.

the grounds it's calling for specul ation.

BY MR BARRETT:

obj ecti on.

suspicions, but | don't know for sure.

BY MR BARRETT:

Page 58
Ckay. There were sone docunents posted on

Uh- huh.

Are you famliar with that Facebook page?
|"ve seen it.

Do you know who operates it?

| got an idea.

Ckay. What's your suspicion?

|'d say they're anonynous for a reason, SO

Ckay. Chief, I"'mgoing to ask you to
he question. This is a fornmal proceeding
he circuit court.

MR NI CKOLAUS: |'mgoing to object on

THE W TNESS: | don't know for certain.

Who do you believe it to be?

MR. NI CKOLAUS:. Sane objection. Sane

But go ahead and answer.

THE WTNESS: Like | said, | got a couple
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Q Just tell me the nanes if you woul d
pl ease.
A | know Mark Morgan's been accused of it.
Q Al right.
A. Lori Morgan's been accused of it.
Q Anyone el se?
A. No, sir.
Q But you have no personal know edge?
A Like | said, | got a good idea.
Q Whul d your good idea vary fromthe nanes
that you just gave ne?
A. (Wtness nodded head.)
Q And | see you're nodding. | take that as

an affirmative answer.

A Yes, sir.

Q So you know what ny follow up is going to
be. And who's that?

A. Uh-huh. | think my wife started it.

Q And what's your wfe's nane?

A. Dana.

Q " msorry?

A. Dana.

Q Sane | ast nane?

A. Uh- huh.

Q And you' ve gone back to the uh-huh, so --
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A | " m sorry.
Q -- those were both yes?
A. Yes.
Q Ckay. And, Chief, there's nothing wong
with that. |t happens all the tine. You can ask

M. N ckol aus. People do that.

A Ri ght .

Q It doesn't nean a thing and nobody t hinks
a thing about it --

A Ri ght .

Q -- other than we just need to fix it for
t he record.

A Ri ght .

Q "' mgoing to show you a docunent, and
have a copy for your attorney. And are we on -- |
believe we're on Exhibit 7.

And, Nat han, | was not courteous enough to
| abel that for you.
(Exhibit 7 was nmarked for identification.)
BY MR BARRETT:
Q Sir, I"'mgoing to show you what |'ve

mar ked as Exhibit 7.

A Uh- huh.
Q Do you recogni ze that docunent?
A Yes, sir.
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Q In fact, it's one of the docunents in

Exhibit 5. Is it not?

A Yes, sir.

Q And that docunment | wll tell you was
printed fromthe Facebook page that we've been
di scussing. |Is that a -- do you know whose -- it
| ooks like it's sitting on a floor. |s that your

kitchen fl oor?

A. Not ny kitchen floor.

Q You don't have that kind of tile?

A No, sir.

Q Ckay. Do you know whose it is? Do you

recogni ze the floor?

A. It's -- it looks like tile.
Q Do you know whose floor it is? Do you
know -- well, strike that.

Do you know anyone who has tile |ike that
on their floor?
A Are you asking -- well, 1I'lIl be honest.

took that picture --

Q kay.
A -- if that's what you're asking.
Q Ckay.
A But | don't know -- that's not ny fl oor.
Q Do you renenber whose floor it was?
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Huh-uh. | guess we nade that at the

| did.

Q How did it get to the Facebook page?
A | forwarded it to them
Q Who did you forward it to?
A The Maries County for Accountability --
Q Ckay. You just --
A -- Facebook thing.
Yeah. There's |ike this Messenger app
where --
Ri ght .
Q -- you can send stuff to thenf
A Uh- huh.
Q Al right. And that's yes?
A |"msorry. I|I'msorry. Yes.
It so easy when you're | ooking at each
ot her --
A Sur e.
Q -- to fall into nornmal comruni cati ons.
A Sure. Sure.
Q What el se have you sent to them Strike
t hat .
A No --
Q What else in Exhibit 5 have you sent to
t hen?
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A Not hi ng.

Q What emai | address did you send that fronf
O was it fromyour Facebook account?

A. Yeah, just through the Facebook Messenger
t hi ng.

Q From your Facebook to their Facebook?

A Yes.

Q And is that a Gty Facebook page or is
t hat your personal Facebook page?

A Personal. City don't -- well, the Cty of

Vi enna has a Facebook page, but | very seldom get on
iIt. Mtter of fact | don't know nuch about Facebook
to be honest with you, so that's how -- that's about
how limted it gets right there.

Q There's two of us, brother. It seens to
me, and we can | ook to nake sure, it seens to ne the
Ri verfront Tines said you had nmade conplaints to

several State agencies. W tal ked about the attorney

general. W tal ked about the governor.
A. Uh- huh.
Q Who el se woul d have had conplaints from

you regardi ng Sheriff Heitmn?
A No one. And that's why | struck that,
because | didn't --

Q That was -- it has been ny experience, and
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take that for what it's worth, that | aw enforcenent

agencies, when it cones to personnel matters, share
information. For instance if the Cole County sheriff
arrested a Vienna police officer --

A Uh- huh.

Q -- they would likely share that
information with you.

Has that been your experience?

A Well, there's actually a deal through the
hi ghway patrol that you'll get notified imediately
i f that happens.

Q | f soneone -- right. The Rap Back --

A Yes.

Q -- Program

A That's what it's called.

Q Ckay. But they would typically share
reports wth you that m ght even be closed. |[Is that
right?

A Sur e.

Q Because we're tal ki ng about the

qualifications and do they have the proper character
to be a peace officer, you have to | ook at those

sorts of things.

A Ri ght .
Q s that right?
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agai nst his person.

Page 65

A Yeah.

Q And did you share any of the information
regarding Sheriff Heitman's deputies that are in
Exhibit 5 with then?

A Wth who?

Q Sheriff Heitman.

A. No.

Q Why not ?

A Well, for obvious reasons. | nean, it --
if there's an allegation agai nst soneone that you
work with, you don't -- | don't share that with -- if

it was one of ny people, he wouldn't cone and share
that with nme because he would be afraid I would take

It back to nmy person. And that's -- so | don't share

Now, | nean, if it's, you know, brought to

my attention if it's sonmething that he would need to
know about, you know, he m ght want to take sone
action on it or sonething. But | nean, we just
really never encountered a whole [ ot of that.

Q Do you think that's a reflection of your
personal relationship with Sheriff Heitnman?

A No, sir. It's purely investigative.

Q Ckay. |If Chief WIlde, the police chief

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required Nevada Registration #116F. LEXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com California Firm Registration #179



© 00 N oo o b~ w N Pk

N N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
g A W N P O © W N O O M W N B O

Shannon Thompson June 20, 2024

) ] ) ) Page 66
here in Jefferson City, would you share information

with himif you had information about one of his
of ficers?

A. Not if it's a crimnal conplaint that |I'm
I nvestigating, no.

Q How about the highway patrol, if you were
I nvestigating a trooper, would you share that
i nformation with the highway patrol ?

A No, sir.

MR. BARRETT: Let ne see your note again.

No, the one you had in your book. That was -- okay.
Did you have another -- all right.

Chief, |I greatly appreciate your
courtesies. |I'mgoing to inpose on you for a couple
nmore mnutes. | want to visit with Chris. | want

to make sure that | have covered everyt hing.
think I have, but it's not unusual at all for
sonebody to remind you of sonmething. Wy don't we
t ake about 10, 15 m nutes.
(O f the record.)

BY MR BARRETT:

Q Back on the record. All right. So sone
of the records in Exhibit 5 have been rel eased to the
Ri verfront Tinmes?

A. Yes, Sir.
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Q Sone of the records in Exhibit 5 have been

rel eased to the Maries Countians for Accountability?

A One docunent, yes.

Q Just that one that we | ooked at --

A Yes.

Q -- in Exhibit 7? Exhibit 7?

A Ch, yes, yes.

Q Ckay. And have you di scussed any of the

docunents that are in Exhibit 5 wwth folks fromthe
Maries Countians for Accountability?

A Just -- just what | provide -- | only
relayed to them what was provided to nme when | got
t hat docunent.

Q And have you and Mark Morgan ever

di scussed any of the docunents in Exhibit 57

A | don't believe so.

Q Not once?

A. There woul d have been no need to.

Q Ckay. And how about --

A No. |'mgoing to take that back. |In the
| ast investigation -- none of this because he
doesn't -- we didn't have any need to tal k about any
of that. Current investigations, he's -- he's had

i nformati on on, so yes, we've discussed it, but.

MR NI CKOLAUS: He's pointing to
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Exhi bit 5A

BY MR BARRETT:

Q Ckay.
A Yeah. One of these.
Q And that was the investigation that was

presented to M. Skouby that he refused to file?
A. No, sir. No, sir. He's never been
presented any information fromthat yet.
Q Al right.
MR NCKOLAUS: Can | just junmp in for a
second?
MR. BARRETT: O course.
MR. NI CKOLAUS: This, in Exhibit 7, these
docunents in Exhibit 7, were those presented to
M. Skouby?
THE WTNESS: No, sir.
MR, NI CKOLAUS: What did you present to
hi n? You presented one case to hin?
THE W TNESS: Yes. The 240 -- 24
what ever the --
MR. BARRETT: You can -- it's not a
secret.
MR. NI CKOLAUS: \What was that one about?
THE WTNESS: That one was the one where

the clerk alleged that Ron Knoll had threatened to
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kill her at the Dollar General. That's the only one

t hat Skouby has. And like | said, he already -- he
told patrol that he was not going to pursue that
before we got it conpleted. So | just wote the
report and provided it to his office. | didn't -- |
didn't go ahead with a probabl e cause st at enent
because there was no -- he'd already nade a

determ nation that he wasn't going to file on it.

BY MR BARRETT:

Q You' d al ready verbally tal ked about it
with hin®

A. That's what he told the highway patrol,
so. W just -- we just went inwithit. | went

ahead and provided it to himfor information purposes
in case that cropped back up or whatever.

Q And, in fact, this latest investigation
you were discussing wth M. N ckolaus, C ay

Ri denhour is one of the witnesses in that, is he not?

A | think that's part of the seal ed
docunent .

Q Well, that you were just talking about,
that -- he was a witness -- he's a witness in that

matter, is he not?
A No.
MR NI CKOLAUS: We're not going into to
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get into contents of that.

BY MR BARRETT:
Q That is sonething that -- no, | don't.
|"m | ooking for a witness here. | understand that

you interviewed a fellow clained Cay Ri denhour

sonetine in the last year or so. |Is that true?
A That's in the protected docunents here.
Q Ckay. Well, let your attorney nake that

objection if he wants to.

MR. NI CKOLAUS: | amgoing to nake an
obj ecti on.
BY MR BARRETT:

Q Very good. The -- | understand that in
that purported investigation, you were acconpani ed by
a state trooper. |s that true?

MR, NI CKOLAUS: Sane objection.

MR. BARRETT: And is there an instruction
not to answer it?

MR. NI CKOLAUS: The way you phrased it,
yes.
BY MR BARRETT:

Q Ckay. Have you been acconpani ed in your
I nvestigations reflected in Exhibit 5 by state
t roopers?

MR N CKOLAUS: 1'Ill et you answer that.
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THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.
BY MR BARRETT:

Q Who?

A. Sergeant Marcus Reynol ds.

Q Anyone el se?

A. No.

Q Ckay. Were any of the records that you

released to the Riverfront Tinmes reporter closed
records?
MR N CKOLAUS: |I'mgoing to object to

that as it calls for a | egal opinion.
BY MR BARRETT:

Q Answer the question to the best of your
ability, Chief.

A. | followed the advice of our current --
the City attorney at the tinme who told ne that they

shoul d be allowed to be rel eased at that tine.

Q And that's the Gty attorney who --

A M. --

Q -- regrettably has passed away?

A Yes. M. Bush.

Q And do you believe that those are open
records?

MR N CKOLAUS: Cearly calls for a |egal

opi ni on.
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MR, BARRETT: It does.

THE WTNESS: | sought the advice of our
attorney. He told ne he felt that we had to rel ease
themat that tine. So I always follow the advice of
our City attorney.

MR, BARRETT: Sure. Anything else?

W'l tal k about that later.

Al right. Chief, | have absolutely no
interest in anything you' ve ever discussed with your
attorney, but one of the things that we do when we
get to the end of the deposition is there's a thing
cal l ed presentnent where the court reporter would
actually conme to you, you neet with her, and she
woul d read back to you all the questions and answers
t hat you have given today. W have not done that for
wel | over 200 years.

MR, NICKOLAUS: |'ll stop you. W'l
wai ve presentnent, but | do want to have himsign it.

THE WTNESS: | want her to conme. No.

MR. BARRETT: You also have the right to
read through this deposition and make any corrections
that you think are appropriate.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

MR, BARRETT: You know, there's really no

trick to that. | don't care what kind of changes you
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make, but guess what. |If there are changes, there's

a space for an explanation for the change. She heard
it wong, | msspoke. | don't care, you know.

THE WTNESS: R ght.

MR. BARRETT: The goal is accuracy and
truth of course.

THE W TNESS:  Sure.

MR. BARRETT: So | just want to nmake sure
we're on the sane page. | understand from your
attorney you're going to read and sign.

Can we agree that if it's not read and
signed within 30 days of delivery by the court
reporter, it may be deened read and si gned?

MR. NI CKOLAUS: We agree.

MR. BARRETT: Very good. That is all
that | have for you today, Chief, except your
attorney may want to ask you sone questions, although
| think we got those knocked out informally on the
way.

MR, NICKOLAUS: | think we did. | just
want to ask hi mone question.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MR N CKOLAUS:

Q M. Barrett asked you about how you and
M. Krull, the Riverfront Tinmes reporter, got hooked
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up together.
A. Yes, Sir.
Q And maybe |'m m srenenbering, but it seens

to me that you said it two different ways.

A. Ckay.

Q So, and | don't want -- | don't want to
put words in your nouth, so tell me if this is wong.
But is it ny understanding that this M. Wil dron, the
attorney, suggested to M. Krull that he contact you,
or did M. --- or did M. Waldron suggest to you that

you contact Krull?

A. He suggested to Krull to contact ne.
Q Ckay.
A | didn't reach out to either of them
MR. NI CKOLAUS: GCkay. | have nothing
further.

MR, BARRETT: Yeah. That was going to be
one of ny questions that we didn't ask because it was
apparent to nme, which was | never heard of the
Riverfront Tinmes until | cane to Jeff City.

MR. NI CKOLAUS: Really?

MR. BARRETT: Was how you hell did you
ever hear of it. Yeah. |It's a weird niche paper.

THE WTNESS: It is.

MR, BARRETT: It seens nornmal to you, but
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| assure you It 1's not.

MR, NICKOLAUS: | think it's going
bankr upt .

MR. BARRETT: Yeah. They seemto be
havi ng 1 ssues, that's for sure. Chief, the |ast
thing we're going to do is extend to the courtesy --
extend the courtesy to the court reporter hangi ng out
for a couple mnutes and spelling nanmes for her.

THE WTNESS: Oh, sure. Sure.

MR, BARRETT: Wth that, the deposition
Is concluded. | thank you, M. N ckolaus, for the
courtesy of providing us with the facility and we of
course thank the reporter for her diligent
at t endance.

COURT REPORTER: Can | get order
i nformati on on the record.

MR. BARRETT: Yes. Al | need is an
E- copy and any corrections.

MR NI CKOLAUS: Sane.

(O f the record at 10:36 a.m)

(Si gnature requested.)
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF M SSOURI )
COUNTY OF CALLAWAY )

|, Shelley L. Bartels, a Certified Court
Reporter, CCR No. 679, do hereby certify that | was
aut hori zed to and did stenographically report the
deposition of SHANNON THOVPSON;, that a review of the
transcript was requested; and that the foregoing
transcript, pages 1 through 75, is a true record of
nmy st enographi c notes.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
enpl oyee, or attorney, or counsel of any of the
parties, nor aml a relative or enployee of any of
the parties' attorney or counsel connected with the
action, nor am| financially interested in the

acti on.

DATED this 1st day of July, 2024.

%@L’ﬁm&

Shelley L. Bartels, CCR 679
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LEXI TAS LEGAL

July 2, 2024

MR. NATHAN M NI CKOLAUS

nni ckol aus@ auber nmuni ci pal . com

Lauber Munici pal Law, LLC

308 East Hi gh Street, Suite 108

Jefferson CGty, Mssouri 65101

INRE: Gty of Vienna v Heitnan

Dear M. Ni ckol aus:

Pl ease find encl osed your copies of the deposition
of Shannon Thonpson taken on 6/20/24 in the above-
referenced case. Al so enclosed is the original
signature page and errata sheets.

Pl ease have the wtness read your copy of the
transcript, indicate any changes and/or corrections
desired on the errata sheets, and sign the signature
page before a notary public.

Pl ease return the errata sheets and notari zed
signature page to our office at 1608 Locust Street,
Kansas City, MO 64108 for filing prior to trial

dat e.

Si ncerely,

Lexitas Legal

Encl osures
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Shoul d r ead:

Page # Line #

ERRATA SHEET

W tness Nane: SHANNON THOVPSON
Case Nane: Cty of Vienna v Heitman
Dat e Taken: 6/20/24

Page 78

Reason for change:

Page # Li ne
Shoul d read:

Reason for change:

Page # Li ne
Shoul d read:

Reason for change:

Page # Li ne
Shoul d read:

Reason for change:

Page # Li ne
Shoul d read:

Reason for change:

Wt ness Si gnat ure:
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STATE OF )
COUNTY OF )
I, WTNESS, do hereby certify:
That | have read the foregoing deposition;
That | have made such changes in form
and/ or substance to the within deposition as m ght
be necessary to render the sane true and correct;
That havi ng made such changes thereon, |
her eby subscri be ny nane to the deposition.
| decl are under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct.
Executed this day of :
20, at
W TNESS
NOTARY PUBLI C
My Comm ssi on Expires:
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COURT MEMO

IN THE CI RCU T COURT OF MARI ES COUNTY
STATE OF M SSOURI

CI TY OF VI ENNA, )
VS. ) Case No. 24Ms- CC00043
SHERI FF HAROLD HEI TMAN, )

CERTI FI CATE OF OFFI CER AND
STATEMENT OF DEPCSI TI ON CHARGES
(Rule 57.03 (g)(2)(a) & Sec., 492.590 RSMb. 1985)

DEPGSI TI ON OF SHANNON THOVPSON
TAKEN ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT
JUNE 20, 2024

Nane and address of person or firm having custody of
the original transcript: MR. DAVID F. BARRETT

df barrett @ut| ook. com

Attorney at Law

2325 Colonial Hills Road

P. O Box 104151

Jefferson City, Mssouri 65110

TAXED IN FAVOR OF: MR BARRETT

Upon delivery of transcripts, the above charges had
not been paid. It is anticipated that all charges

W ll be paid in the nornal coursi of business.

Certified Court Reporter
My Conmi ssi on Expires:
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