SCHOOL BOARD QUESTIONS:

1)  (2 minutes) Children are our future, and as such should be properly educated about the planet, the impact of human activity on the climate, and the challenges humanity will face due to Climate Change. Would you support a curriculum, at all age levels, which would educate students on climate, sustainability, and consumption issues?

Link for reference: https://www.climatecurriculum.com/climate-lessons-1

2)  (1 minute 30 seconds) Do you support allowing school buildings to construct solar arrays that would reduce electrical bills even if the City objected? 

3) (1 minutes 30 seconds) Do you support making school facilities more energy efficient, even if such upgrades are currently not scheduled? 

4) (1 minute 30 seconds) Do you support ground-source heat pumps for new school buildings despite the fact that they are more expensive to build but will save the school system money over several years?

5)  (2 minutes) One important area in which we could reduce CPS’s carbon footprint is transportation. This includes student as well as employee transportation. What steps would you support to reduce per person vehicle miles traveled including promoting walking, bicycling, car-pooling, etc.? There is currently a state law prohibiting schools from using public transit buses to transport students. If this law were repealed would you support collaboration with Columbia Transit?

6)  (2 minutes) Motor vehicles, both diesel and gasoline, are the leading source of air pollution. Air pollution from vehicle exhaust has been linked to asthma and lung cancer, and children are more susceptible to exhaust pollution because their lungs are still developing and they breathe at a faster rate than adults. In order to protect the health and well-being of our students and the entire school community, would you support a policy restricting the idling of buses and other vehicles in school zones?
Sources:

EPA:
https://www.epa.gov/cleandiesel/clean-school-bus-idle-reduction

State by state:
https://stnonline.com/news/state-school-bus-idling-rules-regulations-2/

Sample policy:
https://www.aasa.org/uploadedFiles/Childrens_Programs/Healthy_School_Environments/SampleBusIdlingPolicy.pdf

https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/take-action-to-improve-health/what-works-for-health/policies/vehicle-anti-idling-initiatives  

US DOE
https://www.energy.gov/energysaver/articles/turn-your-key-be-idle-free  

7)  (2 minutes) Food production, processing, distribution and preparation, as well as food waste, all have significant climate footprints. Many variables are in play regarding our food footprint including where and how food is produced as well as dietary choices. CPS provides thousands of student meals each day. Do you think CPS should be taking climate footprint into account when it comes to its dietary operation? Are there other ways, including, but not limited to, more school gardens and composting programs, which you would support?
https://www.usda.gov/foodwaste/faqs
http://www.greeneatz.com/foods-carbon-footprint.html

