CITY COUNCIL QUESTIONS:

1) (2 minutes) Do you support adopting building codes that would require builders to make their new structures or rehabbed structures more energy efficient? Would you support a measure adopted by the City of St. Louis to require new building projects or rehabbed projects with off-street parking to include EV charging stations? 

2) (2 minutes) In approaching the aggressive goals set by the City of Columbia to have zero emissions by 2035, what are your thoughts on allowing businesses or residences to produce their own solar or wind above and beyond what is currently allowed by Columbia Water and Light? Should the City encourage large-scale users to produce more of their own power even if it means the City sells less power?

3)  (1 minute 30 seconds) The Integrated Electric Resource and Master Plan task force has instructed Siemens to explore scenarios to achieve 100% clean renewable energy by 2030, 2040 and 2050.  What information do you need and what criteria will you use to decide what scenario Columbia will adopt?

4)  (4 minutes 30 seconds) The Columbia City Council passed the Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP) in June 2019. Transportation currently contributes 27% of Columbia greenhouse gas emissions. The CAAP recommends as a priority strategy to "Build a thriving public transit system". This is a matter of not only reducing greenhouse gas emissions but providing an equitable opportunity for everyone in the community to have access to jobs, education and affordable housing with the transportation to move between home, school and work.
 
The topic of transit in CoMo touches on many things from routes, hours, ridership, costs/revenues, how children are transported to school, and more. We would like to hear your thoughts on public transit, including what can be done to increase accessibility, sustainability, and ridership through increased use of buses. Please address the following transit-related items:

a) During the pandemic, Columbia Transit will be free until at least September 2021. Would you support a continuation of free public transit?

b)  What, more broadly, is your vision for Columbia Transit? Do you support Columbia achieving a thriving public transit system?  If so, what approach do you believe the community should take to achieve one?

https://www.citylab.com/transportation/ 
https://www.como.gov/sustainability/climate-action/  
https://www.sierraclub.org/press-releases/2020/02/sierra-club-celebrates-transit-equity-day-alongside-labor-network-for  

6)  (2 minutes 30 seconds) Food production, processing, distribution and preparation, as well as food waste, all have significant climate footprints. Many variables are in play regarding our food footprint including where and how food is produced as well as dietary choices. The CAAP addresses local food production and reducing food waste in the “Health, Safety and Well Being” section (pages 61-62) as well as briefly in the Natural Resources appendix (pages 3-4). Do you think the city should be taking action in this area to promote local food and/or to address any other aspects of the climate impact of how we feed ourselves? Are there specific policies or actions you’d like to see pursued? Would you support continued or increased funding of the Agriculture Park as a way to promote local food production?

https://www.usda.gov/foodwaste/faqs
http://www.greeneatz.com/foods-carbon-footprint.html

7) (2 minutes 30 seconds) The City has recently implemented a new Pay-As-You-Throw (PAYT) trash collection system, with the goal of encouraging recycling, composting and waste minimization, while assigning costs more fairly.

a) What are your thoughts on the new PAYT system? Do you support its goals? Would you like to see continued use of this system as is? Would you like to tweak it, and if so, how? Or would you like to replace it with an entirely different system?

b) Many are advocating switching to a roll cart system. Would you favor this or oppose it? Roll carts can be an effective PAYT system if residents are given a choice of small, medium or large carts and if there are significant differences in the pricing. If you favor roll carts, would you support significant price differentials to incentivize waste reduction?

8) (1 minute 30 seconds) Retrofitting municipal buildings for heating with ground-source heat pumps is more expensive than including the heat pumps in the initial construction but will save the city government money in the long run.  Do you support selling bonds to fund this type of retrofit?  This will help reduce green house gas production in Columbia.

